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Reedsburg United Methodist Church 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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DATE TIME EVENT 

   

September 5 

 

9AM 

9AM 

9AM 

9:45-10AM 

1PM 

3:30PM 

IN PERSON WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH 

WORSHIP ON FACEBOOK LIVE  

WORSHIP ON YOUTUBE 

DRIVE UP COMMUNION 

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE 

WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1 

 

September 12 9AM 

9AM 

9AM 

1PM 

3:30PM 

IN PERSON WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH 

WORSHIP ON FACEBOOK LIVE  

WORSHIP ON YOUTUBE 

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE 

WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1 

 

September 15 9AM NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE 

September 15 6:30PM SERVANT LEADERSHIP BOARD MEETING 

September 19 9AM 

9AM 

9AM 

1PM 

3:30PM 

IN PERSON WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH 

WORSHIP ON FACEBOOK LIVE  

WORSHIP ON YOUTUBE 

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE 

WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1 

September 26 9AM 

9AM 

9AM 

1PM 

3:30PM 

IN PERSON WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH 

WORSHIP ON FACEBOOK LIVE  

WORSHIP ON YOUTUBE 

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE 

WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1 

   

CALENDAR FOR September 2021CALENDAR FOR September 2021  
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Open hearts.  
Open minds.  
Open doors. 

 

We’ve had a rough couple of years and many of us have felt tested beyond belief.  
In the September Sermon Series, School is in session, we will be looking at the   
difference between belief and faith. Belief is what we learn with our head, faith is 
what we learn with our heart. Belief can sustain us for a while, but eventually we 
need something deeper than belief; we need faith. We will learn how to develop our 
faith by strengthening:  

    ●Our relationship with God 

    ●Our relationship with ourselves 

    ●Our relationship with others 

This worship series will be offered Sundays: live and in person at 833 3rd Street, 
here in Reedsburg, AND online at both Facebook Premier, and YouTube at 9:00 
am CT AND Reedsburg TV Station channel 11.1 at 3:30. If you do not have access 
to any of these worship platforms, you can request a hard copy of the sermon   
manuscript by calling the church office at 608-524-3913. A downloadable         
manuscript is also available from our website reedsburgunitedmethodistchurch.org. 

As always, invite someone to join you in worship by any of these methods.  
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September Newsletter DEADLINE — August 15th   

 608-524-3913 • rumc@rucls.net 
Mission Statement: 

“To build a Christian 

community where we 

become deeply 

committed followers of 

our Lord Jesus Christ 

who know God with our 

heads, love God with our 

hearts and serve God 

with our hands.” 

Our Vision: 

“As disciples of Jesus 

Christ we will be  

transformed by Him to 

change lives within  

our church, community 

and world.” 

To help with 

FUNERALFUNERAL  

LUNCHEONSLUNCHEONS    

please contact:  

The church office  

@ 

524-3913 

or 

Kay Daley  

@ 

608-963-6337 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

 

●The Reedsburg Food Pantry has expressed their thanks for all the food  

that has been donated along with any monetary amounts given. 
 

 

 

After meeting with the COVID 19 Bounce Back Team, June 3, many of 
the previous guidelines have been repealed.  

● If you are sick, PLEASE attend worship at home.  

● Following the guidance of the CDC, RUMC recommends people 
wear masks during indoor events such as worship. However, as of 
August 15th it is still optional.  

● We will continue to provide ample hand sanitizer so you may     
maintain good hygienic practices for the health of yourself and those 
worshiping.  

● We are taking attendance through the use of connection cards that 
may be deposited in the offering baskets that are stationed at both 
doors leading into the sanctuary.  

● We have resumed singing and children’s time at our live worship and 
cushions and Bibles have been returned to the pews.  

● While we have lifted the need for social distancing, we do ask that 
you respect other people’s boundaries, regarding distance/hugs/
handshakes. Please do not be offended by and please do not shame 
those who choose to continue some of the guidelines they have  
practiced over the last 12+ months.  
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I recently read a book by Brian 
McLaren, Faith After Doubt. In it was the quote, 
“Faith before doubt: it’s about correct beliefs. 
Faith after doubt: it’s about revolutionary love.” 
This quote may not make much sense unless 
you’ve read the book. In it, the author identifies 
four stages of faith development. As I read it, I 
could recognize the various stages in my own 
life. Stage one is based on believing in God. 
Naturally all of the stages hold a belief in God, 
but the first stage in particular is one in which 
we believe not because we spent anytime 
pondering the validity of God, rather our belief 
is based on someone telling us so and we 
believe without question. Did Jesus really walk 
on water? Yes, because the pastor told me so. 
Did Jesus really feed thousands with just five 
loaves and two fish? Yes, because my Sunday 
School teacher told me so. Does Jesus really 
love me? Of course, he does, after all, as the 
song says, the Bible tells me so. We believe 
because that is what we were taught, and we 
learned it well.  
 Don’t get me wrong, this stage is 
important, at the very least it is here we learn 
right from wrong. But if we only rely on what 
someone told us to believe, where is the faith in 
that? Hence when we open ourselves up to 
questions, we open ourselves up to further 
maturing in our faith. This happens in stage 
two; we find ourselves hungry to learn more.  
We delve into the scripture to see for ourselves. 
We look at multiple translations, we breakout 
the concordance, we look at biblical maps.  
 This too is an important stage in our 
development as it puts us in a position of 
finding more questions than answers. Warning: 
sometimes our own questions frighten us, 
causing us to hibernate in this second stage of 
our faith development, or even regress to the 
first. We become frighted because we start to 
see what appear to be contradictions in the 
Bible. We start to doubt Jesus really walked on 
water. We doubt Jesus really fed the multitude. 
And then we start to doubt if there really even 
is a God, let alone whether Jesus loves me. 
 Welcome to stage three. It can be 
scary, but it’s an important stage that helps us 
solidify what we believe as we discover deeper 
truths. At this stage one is most likely to 
abandon organized religion, because their 
church home may not accept their questions. 

The impatience of others over  
questions is because their questions 
and doubts often challenge the beliefs 
of those in stage one and two. This is 
important to understand, so we as a 
church can get comfortable with 
others asking such questions.  
 If we hang in there at stage 
three, and keep asking questions we 
eventually find ourselves entering the 

fourth stage. This stage is comfortable with 
questions, because they have come to realize a 
deeper faith that isn’t so much concerned 
about the details of whether or not something 
really happened precisely the way the author 
recorded it. They place more value in the 
deeper truth that inspired the author to tell it 
the way they did.  
 A person in stage four sets aside their 
judgment of others, accepting someone in 
stage one or two, who sees the Bible as a 
history book with undeniable facts. They love 
them where they are at. Likewise, those who 
are in stage four are not threatened by the 
doubts and questions of someone in stage 
three, because they very likely had and may still 
have some of those same doubts and 
questions. But they’ve come to understand that 
there are some things that are unknowable, and 
they became comfortable with mystery.  
 I don’t believe stage four comes from 
anything we do; except that we keep showing 
up and eventually surrender, sometimes 
multiple times.  It truly is a gift, in that, letting 
go we discover a deeper faith. It’s the kind of 
faith that is defined in the book of Hebrews 
“[F]aith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.” (11:1) 
When we surrender to that deeper faith, we 
discover an all-powerful love that we can’t help 
but share with others.  
 An understanding of the four stages 
is important. We are all in different stages of 
our faith journey, and at times we may even 
straddle a couple of stages at the same time. If 
love is going to continue to grow here at 
Reedsburg United Methodist Church, we need 
to get comfortable with the fact that not 
everybody is in the same stage as we are. So, 
we set aside our judgment, loving them where 
they are at.  Whether they believe in God 
because of what they were told or they believe 
in God because they’ve read about it in five 
different translations and traced all of Paul’s 
journeys on a map. Whether they are 
questioning if this religion thing is all a big 
hoax, or they’ve gotten comfortable with the 
great mystery of it all. Accepting where each 
other is in their faith journey, opens the door 
for all of us to experience that revolutionary 
love, no matter what stage we are in. The kind 
of revolutionary love that makes disciples who 
transform the world.    
  

 

A Message From Pastor Vicki 

PASTOR VICKI 

BRANTMEYER 

PASTOR PROCOPIO 

ARELLANO 

Office: 608-524-3913  

Parsonage: 608-524-4485 

833 Third Street 

Reedsburg, WI 53959 

rumc@rucls.net 

———————————— 

Laurie Osborn 

Christian Education 

Coordinator 

rumcdce@rucls.net 

 

Michelle Siedschlag 

Youth Coordinator 

rumcyc@rucls.net 

 

ANGELA MILLER 

Administrative Assistant 

rumc@rucls.net 
 

SHELBY LANGE 

Treasurer 

rumctreasurer@rucls.net 
 

JUDY MARTIN 

Financial Secretary 

———————————— 
 

2021 SERVANT 

LEADERSHIP BOARD 

 

Chair:  

Sandy Gorsuch 

 

Finance Co Chairs: 

Curt Larson & Pat Jaquish 

 

Secretary:  

Scarlet Huffman 

 

Staff Relations Co-Chairs:  

Brad Anderson &  

Ellen Penshorn 

 

Trustees Chair:  

Linda Brunn 

 

Lay Rep to Annual 

Conference:  

Mary Beth Shear 

 

Members at Large: 

John Deitrich &  

Donna Douglas 
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Sunday School for Children  

Every Sunday beginning 

September 12 from 

10:00 am - 11:00 am.  

Sunday School Resumes in September  

This September 12th Sunday School will resume with the 

study of Adam Hamilton’s Making Sense of the Bible-       

Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today.   

 

“I love this book . . . and I wrestle with it. There are 
parts, if I’m honest, that I have questions about. There are statements on it’s pages that I 
don’t believe capture the character and will of God. I am guessing that if you are honest, you 
have questions too.” Adam Hamilton 

The Sunday School class has worked though the first section, The Nature of Scripture.  The first    

section delves into what the Bible is, how and when it was written, and also, in what sense is it God’s 

word and what sense is it human reflections on God. 

In September we will begin section two, Making Sense of the Bible’s Challenging Passages. There 

are 13 chapters ranging from Were there Dinosaurs on the Ark to Homosexuality and the Bible.     

Adam Hamilton reminds us how and when the Bible was written. He applies the 4 sources for        

theological and doctrinal development; scripture, tradition and Christian experience, and reason. He 

shares with us the writer's use of allegory & parables, common in that time, and helps us understand  

the culture, politics, and religious beliefs. Knowing who wrote the scripture, when it was written, and 

the intent of the message are discussed in each chapter as Reverend Hamilton helps us to discover the 

power of scripture today.  

Sunday School meets after the worship service, at 10 am, in the Adult Sunday School room. It  is led 

by Howard Brantmeyer. If you are unable to attend at that time and would like to engage in discussion 

with others on Zoom, possibly Sunday evening, please let Pat Jaquish know what would work for you 

and she will organize a group. (608) 963-9215 or pjaquish@gmail.com. 
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●We have several worship options on Sundays: live worship in the church sanctuary at 9:00 am,      
Facebook premier (https://www.facebook.com/reedsburgumc/) at 9:00 with a host/ess to greet    
attendees, YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCm55c9m0Q6Uf_F1QKhMMGDw)  
anytime after 9:00 am and Reedsburg station 11.1 at 3:30 pm. As always, the sermon manuscript is 
available electronically on our website (http://www.reedsburgunitedmethodistchurch.org ) or call the 
church during office hours (9-12 Monday-Thursday at 608 524-3913) to have a hard copy mailed to 
you.  

●Pastor Vicki is available for those comfortable with a visit and serve communion to you directly. Just 
give her a call at 608-289-9739 to set up a date and time.  

●We continue to receive non-perishable food donations in the plastic bins located just to the right of 
the 3rd Street entrance to the church, or in the grocery cart located in the hallway outside the sanctuary.  

●Viking Village Foods offers the church a rebate for any receipts turned in to their store. If you shop 
at Viking Village you are encouraged to drop your receipt at the donation box located at the 3rd Street 
entrance of the church at any time. They may also be deposited with your monetary gifts deposited in 
the offering baskets during live worship. 

●Another simple way of contributing to the church is through the Smiles program on Amazon.    
Simply log in to smile.amazon.com and choose Reedsburg United Methodist Church. Then whenever 
you shop amazon make sure your shopping is done through Amazon Smile, and a portion of the retail 
will be sent to RUMC.   

●Other ways of giving: mailing/dropping it off 833 3rd Street, Reedsburg, Wisconsin 53959 (or at the 
entrance or exit of worship)—going to our website, reedsburgunitedmethodistchurch.org and click on 
the donate button—text your gift at 855-963-3691.  

●Two ways of finding prayer support: text message Pastor Vicki directly to the new prayer text      
number: 608-289-9739. You may also email your prayer to a prayer angel at rumprayer@gmail.com.     
Prayers given to the Prayer Angel, Pastor Vicki or the church office may be passed on to our electronic 
prayer chain ONLY if you instruct us to do so.  

●If you would like to be part of the email prayer chain, please contact the office (rumc@rucls.net or 
608-524-3913) or email the prayer angel at RUMprayer@gmail.com, and we will add you to the e-list.    

●Leadership Board met live and in person August 18th. A synopsis of the meeting is included as an 
insert in this newsletter.  NOTE: SLB meetings are open to the public, with the exception of staff  
sensitive matters, which may require confidentiality. If you want to attend but prefer to do so through 
ZOOM let us know and we will get you a meeting # and passcode. The next meeting will be          
September 15th at 6:30.  

 

   
FYI 

https://www.facebook.com/reedsburgumc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCm55c9m0Q6Uf_F1QKhMMGDw
http://www.reedsburgunitedmethodistchurch.org
mailto:rumprayer@gmail.com
mailto:rumc@rucls.net
mailto:RUMprayer@gmail.com
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9/1 David White 

9/2 Kathy Meronek 

9/4 Bob Ellett 

9/5 Brad Anderson 

9/6 Trever Scherbert 

9/6 Anna Thorne 

9/7 Todd Denman 

9/10 Wendy Ruetten 

9/13 William Adams 

9/15 Cindy Parrott 

9/16 Darlene Ciaglo 

9/16 Shane Lewerenz 

9/21 Lauren Hagi 

9/23 Reta Hoege 

9/24 John Goetz 

9/26 Joyce Ellett 

9/28 Michael Griffin 

9/29 Keren Hineman 

9/30 Laura Gant 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The September—October Upper 
room is available for pick up on 
the table outside the office door. 

MOPS international encourages and equips moms of young children to 
realize their potential as mothers, women and leaders, in relationship with 
Jesus, and in partnership with the local church.”   
MOPS international website 
MOPS meets at Trinity Baptist Church twice a month , for 2 hours 
The first meeting begins Thursday, September 9th from 9am-11am 
Call Alison Wilcox with any questions at 608-669-1885 or email  
awilcox308@aol.com or facebook “Reedsburg MOPS” 
 

 

Gentle Chair Yoga Continues! 

Ready to increase your strength, flexibility and balance with 

yoga? Join Judy Martin, Certified Yoga Instructor, for a class 

suitable for everyone. The class will meet on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 12:00 noon to 12:30 pm.  All classes will be 

held in the Reedsburg United Methodist Church parlor.  New 

participants are welcome at  anytime.   

****For more information, call Judy at 524-3098.  

****Masks are recommended but not required.  
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 Watch the newsletter for future monthly family events! 

Questions about this event or future events, please contact Laurie Osborne or Michelle Siedschlag.  

 

 

 

 

 

All Invited 
Sunday, September 19th- 6:00 pm 

Bring a lawn chair and invite a friend!! 

We will provide yard games,  

ice cream and all the toppings! 

 

 

 

 

Please join "Joyful Hands & Hearts" on Wednesday, September 8 at 

1:30 p.m.  for an outside social event on our new patio (if weather 

permits).  Bring a mask, chair and your own beverage.   

This is our new name for United Methodist Women.         

If you are interested in helping us plan activities for the new group, 

we would appreciate your participation. 
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15, 2021 
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A disciple is one who knows Christ, is growing in Christ, serving Christ, and sharing Christ.  
As disciples of Jesus, we have a role to play in our own growth as individual disciples, and in our accountability to 

and with other disciples. 
 

Jesus said, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”– Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) 
 

The key word in this text is “go!” Christianity is a going religion. We are a going faith. Our mission as a               

denomination is fundamentally rooted in the Great Commission. The spirit of the Methodist movement is             

characterized by  going to the people with a passion to make disciples.  
 

Why are we disciples and making disciples?  “Why” means what is the purpose, cause or belief?  In John Wesley’s 

words, “We are inwardly renewed by the power of God...producing love to all humankind.” Understanding “why” 

we become disciples generates joy & purpose, and a desire for all the things we get to do as a body of Christ (small 

groups, engaging our community, evangelism, stewardship, etc.). 
 

Moved by the understanding of our purpose and why discipleship is essential, we ask: 
 

   ●How do I grow in faith?  ●How can I use my gifts? 

   ●How can I give?   ●How can I serve others? 

   ●How do I invite others? 
 

When we connect with the “why” of discipleship, we grow in our faith in connection with others, become more   

generous, think and act beyond ourselves, and invite others into this new way of life in Christ. 
 

Being a disciple of Jesus is a way of being. When we discover and rediscover the “why” 

of discipleship, and seek to grow and mature as followers of Jesus, the transformation within us causes a great desire 

to do the things God calls us to do. Not fully understanding the “why" of discipleship weakens our ability to make 

disciples, and it ultimately weakens our witness to the world. If we do not know why we are disciples ourselves, 
how can we invite people into a life following Jesus?  
 

Take some time to consider your “why.”  What is your purpose in being a follower of Jesus? What difference does 

being Christian make in your life?  What are you doing to strengthen your discipleship as one who knows Christ, is 

growing in Christ, serving Christ, and sharing Christ? 

Congratulation on the Baptism of   

Silas James Shear—August 15, 2021 

Let us welcome Silas to our Faith Community! 


