WHAT IS PEACE WITH
JUSTICE SUNDAY?

June 12th

United Methodists relate to this
special Sunday by seeking peaceful
solutions, creating and supporting
peace-related ministries in their
conference and learning about
peaceful, just efforts around the
world. Our Social Principles call us
to love our enemies, seek justice,
and serve as reconcilers of conflict.
We insist that the first moral duty
of all nations is to work together to
resolve by peaceful means every
dispute that arises between or
among them.

Envelope included for your weekly giving and
Special Sunday

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Re e d s bu r g U n i t e d M e t h o d i st C h u r c h
833 Third Street
Reedsburg, WI 53959
Phone: 608-524-3913
Email: rumc@rucls.net
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CALENDAR FOR June 2022
DATE
June 5

TIME

EVENT

9AM
10AM
1PM
3:30PM

IN PERSON, FACEBOOK PREMIERE OR YOUTUBE WORSHIP
ADULT/CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL

9AM
10AM
1PM
3:30PM

IN PERSON, FACEBOOK PREMIERE OR YOUTUBE WORSHIP
ADULT/CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL

June 8

1:00 PM

JOYFUL HANDS & HEARTS MEET IN THE PARLOR

June 12

9AM
10AM
1PM
3:30PM

IN PERSON, FACEBOOK PREMIERE OR YOUTUBE WORSHIP
ADULT/CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL

June 15

9:00AM
6:30PM

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
SLB MEETING

June 19

9AM
10AM
1PM
3:30PM

IN PERSON, FACEBOOK PREMIERE OR YOUTUBE WORSHIP
ADULT/CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL

9AM
10AM
1PM
3:30PM

IN PERSON, FACEBOOK PREMIERE OR YOUTUBE WORSHIP
ADULT/CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL

June 12

June 26

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE
WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE
WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE
WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE
WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE
WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1
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Open hearts.
Open minds.
Open doors.

The next sermon series begins June 19 and intends to prepare us to encounter
God’s vision. Our mission, here at Reedsburg United Methodist Church is to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation. This is inspired by Jesus’
commissioning of the disciples to, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20). We as a church
need some discernment, to help us understand the method by which we, as a
community of faith are to fulfill that mission. This sermon series is intended to
prepare our hearts so we are better able to embrace the unique vision God is
giving RUMC by looking at:
●Recognizing some things that have gotten in the way of fulfilling the
mission.
●The importance of recognizing the unique needs of our mission field
●Be open to collaborating with others both in and out of the church to
do God’s kingdom work.
These worship services are available on Sundays: live and in person at 833 3rd
Street, here in Reedsburg, AND online at both Facebook Premier, and YouTube
at 9:00 am CT or later AND Reedsburg TV Station channel 11.1 at 3:30 pm. If you
do not have access to any of these worship platforms, you may request a hard copy
of the sermon manuscript by calling the church office at 608-524-3913. A
downloadable manuscript is also available from our website reedsburgunitedmethodistchurch.org.
You are always encouraged to invite someone to join you in worship by any
of these methods.
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June Newsletter DEADLINE — May 15th
608-524-3913 • rumc@rucls.net

Worship with Us!
Attendance Guidelines

Mission Statement:
“To build a Christian
community where we
become deeply
committed followers of
our Lord Jesus Christ
who know God with our
heads, love God with our
hearts and serve God
with our hands.”
Our Vision:

● If you are sick, PLEASE attend worship at home.
● Following the guidance of the CDC, RUMC recommends people wear
masks during indoor events such as worship. However, it is still optional.
● We will continue to provide ample hand sanitizer so you may maintain
good hygienic practices for the health of yourself and those worshiping.
● We are taking attendance through the use of connection cards that may be
deposited in the offering baskets that continue to be stationed at all exits/
entrances leading into the sanctuary.
● While we have lifted the need for social distancing, we do ask that you
respect other people’s boundaries, regarding distance/hugs/handshakes.
Please do not be offended by and please do not shame those who choose
to continue some of the guidelines they have practiced over the last 12+
months.

“As disciples of Jesus
Christ we will be
transformed by Him to
change lives within
our church, community
and world.”

To help with

FUNERAL
LUNCHEONS
“ The Aging & Disability Resource Center of Sauk County
(ADRC) is seeking volunteers to serve Reedsburg area
adults age 60 and older and adults with disabilities:
1) Volunteer Driver Escorts to transport clients to their
out-of-town medical appointments, 2) Home-Delivered
Meal Drivers to deliver lunches to homebound clients, and
3) Dining Center Volunteers to help service lunches at the
ADRC’s local dining center. Volunteer Driver Escorts and
Home-Delivered Meal Drivers receive mileage
reimbursement. For more information, please contact Keri
Luther at the ADRC, (608) 355-3289 or 800-482-3710 or
keri.luther@saukcountywi.gov.”

please contact:
The church office
@
524-3913
or
Kay Daley
@
608-963-6337
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A Message From Pastor Vicki
PASTOR VICKI
BRANTMEYER
PASTOR PROCOPIO
ARELLANO
Office: 608-524-3913
Parsonage: 608-524-4485
833 Third Street
Reedsburg, WI 53959
rumc@rucls.net
————————————

Laurie Osborn

Christian Education
Coordinator
rumcdce@rucls.net

Michelle Siedschlag
Youth Coordinator
rumcyc@rucls.net

ANGELA

MILLER

SHELBY

LANGE

Administrative Assistant
rumc@rucls.net
Treasurer
rumctreasurer@rucls.net

JUDY MARTIN

Financial Secretary
————————————

2022 SERVANT
LEADERSHIP BOARD
Chair:
Sandy Gorsuch
Finance Co Chairs:
Curt Larson & Pat Jaquish
Secretary:
Judy Martin
Staff Relations Co-Chairs:
Brad Anderson &
Linda Bruun
Trustees Chair:
Steve Lozeau
Lay Rep to Annual
Conference:
Kathy Jennings
Members at Large:
Mary Beth Shear &
Donna Douglas

What would you think if I told you, to
“Take a flying leap!” Would you get
mad? Would you be offended? Would
you think Pastor Vicki is off her rocker?
Maybe I should explain. We are called to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. So, we ask
someone who has no faith experience,
has maybe never set one foot inside a
church except maybe a funeral or
wedding, to join us for worship on
Sunday. We can be as polite as all get
out, but for them it feels like you are
telling them to, “Take a flying leap!”
Don’t believe me? Think about it.
We are living in a post Christian
age, and we tailor our church around the
needs and tastes of membership already
existing within the church. We then
invite the public, “Come and join us”.
But joining us requires those outside the
church to make a “cultural leap” to
adjust to what we like; and many can’t
make the leap. The music, the liturgy,
the churchy words we use, like “meet in
the Narthex”, what is a Narthex? Much
of what we do and say makes no sense
to the majority of the community
around us who have little to no
background in the faith.
But what might it look like if we
made the leap? What if we went out into
the community, learned the culture, and
met the people where they are at? Might
we start to do activities, programs, and
mission efforts that connected with
people’s deepest needs, hopes and
dreams? Might choosing activities that
connect us with peoples deepest needs,
hopes and dreams, bring us a step
forward in transforming the world in the
kingdom of God we pray about every
time we say the Lord’s prayer.
Jesus said, “Go therefore, and
make disciples of all nations.” (Matthew
28:19) The world isn’t sent to us, we are
sent into the world. Of course, doing
this requires prayer and effort on our
part; a willingness to put the needs of
others before doing “church” the way
we like it. Jesus never called us to
separate us to separate ourselves from

the larger community, and it wasn’t a
method he practiced.
The attraction model, that is the
“come and join us” model isn’t so
effective in today’s culture. These days,
growing churches get out of the pews
and into the streets. They follow the
method Jesus modeled, meeting people
where they are at. The vast majority of
Jesus’ teaching was done outside the
synagogue, in the midst of reality,
where life happens. For example, the
author of Luke, recounts how Jesus
showed his disciples how to treat
children in Luke 18:15-17. When Jesus
told the disciples to let the children
come to him, he wasn’t gathering them
together for a children’s time message,
he was giving a lesson to all of the
kingdom of God, publicly, where the
people were.
We are called to the same
mission. Leaping means taking a
chance, stretching, and yes, it means
that sometimes, metaphorically
speaking, we will get wet when we miss
and that’s ok. Because there is no
exhilaration of faith, unless you’ve
thrown yourself off the platform of
certainty and control, and into the open
air of faith and trust in God who calls
you to be a part of bringing God’s
earthly kingdom to life.
So, know when I tell you to
“take a flying leap!” it is said with
nothing but love in my heart. Taking
that leap is worth it. It’s worth it for
our own spiritual growth, but it’s also
worth it for the good news of the
Gospel and the hope and healing of
this world.
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Institute of Congregational Development
How do we make our Christian witness alive, vial and great?
We are to develop fresh expressions of our community of faith by seeing what God is doing in our
neighborhood and become a part of that. Forming new disciples of Jesus Christ changes lives and transforms
our community. As we mobilize our congregation to be disciple makers, our Servant Leadership Board is
working on a statement of God’s mission for our church and action steps to move us forward. See a
preliminary draft below and look for next steps for intentional community engagement next month.
Provisional Deacon Mary Beth Shear

Our church would like to reveal the presence of God’s kingdom by sharing God’s love and grace in our
community and world. The Reedsburg United Methodist Church is a Christ-centered caring congregation that
is concerned for the physical, emotional and spiritual health and welfare of those in our local and global
community. We commit ourselves to reach out along with local partners to identify and address the needs, concerns and hopes of our neighbors. We strive to provide for hurting families and individuals the opportunity to
belong to a loving community of faith. In a season of rapid change, brokenness and loss of meaning and
purpose in life, we share the goodness of God’s kingdom by providing a welcoming church home and discipleship
that strengthens families eliminates loneliness and equips persons to be agents of positive change in the world as
followers of Jesus Christ. We seek to bring healing, unity, joy and hope to all of creation as we continually
reform and renew our church after the example clearly seen in the Life of Jesus.

Gentle Chair Yoga!
Ready to increase your strength, flexibility and balance with yoga? Join Judy
Martin, Certified Yoga Instructor, for a class suitable for everyone. The class
meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:00 noon to 12:30 pm. All classes will
be held in the Reedsburg United Methodist Church parlor. New participants are
welcome at anytime.
****For more information, call Judy at 524-3098.
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● We have several worship options on Sundays: live worship in the church sanctuary at 9:00 am, Facebook premier (https://www.facebook.com/reedsburgumc/) at 9:00 with a host/ess to greet attendees, YouTube
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCm55c9m0Q6Uf_F1QKhMMGDw )
anytime after 9:00 am and Reedsburg station 11.1 at 3:30 pm. As always, the sermon manuscript is
available electronically on our website (http://www.reedsburgunitedmethodistchurch.org ) or call the
church during office hours (9-12 Monday-Thursday at 608 524-3913) to have a hard copy mailed to
you.
● Confirmation will be at the live service, Sunday June 5, at 9:00 am. We have six students who have
been preparing all year to confirm the vows their parents took on their behalf, for themselves. Please
plan on attending to show your continued support of the students and their families.
● We continue receiving all non-perishable food items in the shopping cart inside the church building
and the bins outside the 3rd Street entrance to the church.
● Pastor Vicki is available for those comfortable with a visit and serve communion to you directly. Just
give her a call at 608-289-9739 to set up a date and time.
● Viking Village Foods offers the church a rebate for any receipts turned in to their store. If you shop
at Viking Village you are encouraged to drop your receipt at the donation box located at the 3rd Street
entrance of the church at any time. They may also be deposited with your monetary gifts deposited in
the offering baskets during live worship.
● Another simple way of contributing to the church is through the Smiles program on Amazon. Simply
log in to smile.amazon.com and choose Reedsburg United Methodist Church. Then whenever you
shop amazon make sure your shopping is done through Amazon Smile, and a portion of the retail
will be sent to RUMC.
● Other ways of giving: mailing/dropping it off 833 3rd Street, Reedsburg, Wisconsin 53959 (or at the
entrance or exit of worship)—going to our website, reedsburgunitedmethodistchurch.org and click on
the donate button—text your gift at 855-963-3691.
● Two ways of finding prayer support: text message Pastor Vicki directly to the new prayer text number: 608-289-9739. You may also email your prayer to a prayer angel at rumprayer@gmail.com. Prayers given to the Prayer Angel, Pastor Vicki or the church office may be passed on to our electronic
prayer chain ONLY if you instruct us to do so.
● If you would like to be part of the email prayer chain, please contact the office (rumc@rucls.net or
608-524-3913) or email the prayer angel at RUMprayer@gmail.com, and we will add you to the e-list.
● Leadership Board met live and in person April 20th. A synopsis of the meeting is included as an insert
in this newsletter. NOTE: SLB meetings are open to the public, with the exception of staff sensitive
matters, which may require confidentiality. The next meeting will be May 18th at 7:00 in the church
parlor. If you want to attend but prefer to do so through ZOOM, contact the office to get the meeting # and passcode.

5

6

6/5 Steve Horkan
6/9 Susan Peterson
6/10 Maria Olivares
6/17 Erma Thompson
6/18 Ethel Mobley
6/18 Lee Schroeder
6/22 Lori Klipp
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Be Generous with your time!
In the welcome center there are sign up sheets to be
Host and Hostess for Sunday worship service, to learn
how to run the A/V equipment, read scripture and
learn to record Sunday worship. If any of these are
calling out to you, please sign up on the sign up sheet
on the counter in the welcome center.
Generosity is beautiful!
“Express your appreciation. There are 8 billion people
on the planet. 7.9 billion go to bed every night starving
to be appreciated.”
~Matthew Kelly

6/22 Harold Van Duser
6/25 James Warn
6/27 Marvalene Pliner
6/29 Carolyn Labansky

Joyful Hands and Hearts
Please join us at 1:00 pm on June 8th.
We will be meeting in the parlor
All Ladies Are Welcome!
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Christian beliefs date back thousands of years before Christ. Many prophets predicted the coming of Christ,
as written in multiple books of the Old Testament. Christians believe in one God that created heaven, earth,
and the universe. God exists as a trinity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The doctrine of the Trinity is considered to be one of the central Christian affirmations about God. It is rooted in the
fact that God is a threefold figure: (1) as Creator, we affirm God is "everlasting" and "infinite" in "power,
wisdom, justice, goodness, and love." Because we cannot speak literally about God, we use metaphors: God
is a Shepherd, a Bridegroom, a Judge. We say God is Love or Light or Truth. (2) as the Lord, Son of God.
We call this the Incarnation, meaning that God was in the world in the actual person of Jesus of Nazareth.
He was and is the fulfillment of the ancient hope and God's Chosen One to bring salvation to all peoples, for
all time.; and (3) as the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God's present activity in our midst. When we sense
God's leading, God's challenge, or God's support or comfort, we say that it's the Holy Spirit at work.

Early Christians used a wide variety of symbols to express their faith. At times, these symbols provided a
sort of secret language among believers. When a Christian met a stranger, he could draw one-half of the
ichthys or “Jesus fish” and wait to see if the stranger would complete the drawing. Christianity, stemming
from the teachings of Jesus in the 1st century AD, is the most widely practiced religion in the world, with
more than 2 billion followers. While it started with a small group of adherents, many historians regard the
spread and adoption of Christianity throughout the world as one of the most successful spiritual missions in
human history.
Christians believe that the church is the body of Christ, an extension of Christ's life and ministry in the
world today and the mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world. (The Great Commission: Matthew 28:16-20)
Bible, the sacred scriptures of Judaism and Christianity. The Christian Bible consists of the Old Testament
and the New Testament, the Bible is the story of the one God, who stands in a covenant relationship with
the people of God. Christians believe the Bible to be the word of God, and different denominations of
Christians interpret the Bible in different ways. As a result, there are different denominations of Christians
which have varying beliefs about the teachings in the Bible.
Depending on the specific denomination of Christianity, practices may include baptism, the Eucharist (Holy
Communion or the Lord's Supper), prayer (including the Lord's Prayer), confession, confirmation, burial
rites, marriage rites, and the religious education of children. Most denominations have ordained clergy who
lead regular communal worship services.
The Reverand Adam Hamilton identifies five essential spiritual practices of Christianity that are rooted in
Jesus' own walk with God and taught throughout the New Testament. The five essential practices of worship, study, serving, giving, and bearing witness to our faith, in our faith journey, lead to growing our relationship with God.
https://www.umc.org/en/what-we-believe/basics-of-our-faith/our-christian-roots
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christianity

https://www.history.com/topics/religion/history-of-christianity
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May 1, the confirmation students packed up nutritionally balanced sack lunches to be distributed at the
corner of Viking Drive and Main. It was an incredible experience. Some declined the free lunch, others
expressed words of gratitude and joy in their faces at this simple Random Act of Christian Kindness. We even
discovered the impact it had on at least one of the recipients, as they posted their joy on Facebook (see image
below). Thirty bag lunches were created, and thirty were received within half an hour.
Thank you for your prayers of support, donation of money and supplies that made this a successful
event. Thank you to Jean Stransky for helping put together lunches and delivering kids and supplies to the site.
Thank you to our confirmation students who participated: Landon Ayers, Ada Larson, Trinity McCann, Trenton
Scherbert, Mason Siedschlag, as well as Deacon Mary Beth and Pastor Vicki for the implementation of the
whole mission.
As you can see by the Facebook post, sometimes our hunger is deeper than the food we eat. People
want to transform the world, finding ways of meeting such needs in the community is a step in making the
transformation a reality.
NOTE: The students will be confirmed at the live service on the church premises, June 5. Please come as you
are able to continue showing your support and celebrate as they continue growing in their faith in Jesus Christ.

