What is Native American Ministries Sunday?
Native American Ministries Sunday serves to remind United
Methodists of the gifts and contributions made by Native
Americans to our society and in our communities. With more
than 20,000 Native Americans within the denomination, this
Special Sunday helps to ensure that Native American United
Methodist leaders are recognized and to celebrate their
special voice in The United Methodist Church.

Envelope included for your weekly giving and
Special Sunday Envelope.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Re e d s bu r g U n i t e d M e t h o d i st C h u r c h
833 Third Street
Reedsburg, WI 53959
Phone: 608-524-3913
Email: rumc@rucls.net
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CALENDAR FOR May2022
DATE
May 1

TIME

EVENT

9AM
10AM
1PM
3:30PM

IN PERSON, FACEBOOK PREMIERE OR YOUTUBE WORSHIP
ADULT/CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL

May 4

6:00 PM

CHOIR REHEARSAL

May 8

9AM
10AM
1PM
3:30PM

IN PERSON, FACEBOOK PREMIERE OR YOUTUBE WORSHIP
ADULT/CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL

May 11

11AM
1:00 PM
6:00 PM

JOYFUL HANDS & HEARTS MEET AT
BOOK STUDY IN THE PARLOR
CHOIR REHEARSAL

May 15

9AM
10AM
1PM
3:30PM

IN PERSON, FACEBOOK PREMIERE OR YOUTUBE WORSHIP
ADULT/CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL

May 18

6:30 PM

SLB MEETING

May 22

9AM
10AM
1PM
3:30PM

IN PERSON, FACEBOOK PREMIERE OR YOUTUBE WORSHIP
ADULT/CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL

9AM
10AM
1PM
3:30PM

IN PERSON, FACEBOOK PREMIERE OR YOUTUBE WORSHIP
ADULT/CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL

May 29

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE
WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE
WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE
WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE
WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1

OACIÓN WORSHIP SERVICE
WORSHIP ON REEDSBURG TV STATION 11.1
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Open hearts.
Open minds.
Open doors.

You may attend these worship services will continue to be available on Sundays: live and
in person at 833 3rd Street, here in Reedsburg, AND online at both Facebook Premier,
and YouTube at 9:00 am CT or later AND Reedsburg TV Station channel 11.1 at 3:30
pm. If you do not have access to any of these worship platforms, you may request a hard
copy of the sermon manuscript by calling the church office at 608-524-3913. A
downloadable manuscript is also available from our website
Reedsburgunitedmethodistchurch.org. You are always encouraged to invite
someone to join you in worship by any of these methods.
●Trust
●Freedom

●Believe
●Everybody

●Imitation
●Surprise!

Easter Sunday was April 17. It was an exciting day, that we celebrated Jesus’
resurrection from the dead. But if we are not careful, our spiritual lives can slip into
the humdrum of the everyday grind pretty quickly. If you can relate to that feeling,
you won’t want to miss the next sermon series, Surprise! Easter is not over!
This sermon series will awaken in us the desire for God’s work in the lives of
unsuspecting, ordinary people like ourselves, by exploring the journey of surprises in
the newly formed church in its infancy. We will develop the spiritual habit of
welcoming an unpredictable God and coming to expect the unexpected through…
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June Newsletter DEADLINE — May 15th
608-524-3913 • rumc@rucls.net

Worship with Us!
Attendance Guidelines

Mission Statement:
“To build a Christian
community where we
become deeply
committed followers of
our Lord Jesus Christ
who know God with our
heads, love God with our
hearts and serve God
with our hands.”
Our Vision:

● If you are sick, PLEASE attend worship at home.
● Following the guidance of the CDC, RUMC recommends people wear
masks during indoor events such as worship. However, it is still optional.
● We will continue to provide ample hand sanitizer so you may maintain
good hygienic practices for the health of yourself and those worshiping.
● We are taking attendance through the use of connection cards that may be
deposited in the offering baskets that continue to be stationed at all exits/
entrances leading into the sanctuary.
● While we have lifted the need for social distancing, we do ask that you
respect other people’s boundaries, regarding distance/hugs/handshakes.
Please do not be offended by and please do not shame those who choose
to continue some of the guidelines they have practiced over the last 12+
months.

“As disciples of Jesus
Christ we will be
transformed by Him to
change lives within
our church, community
and world.”

In memory of:
Harold and Patricia Shear,
Delores Sanders, Roger Rieckman,
Jim Seamonson, Selma & Harold
Kaun, Betty & Deane Hineman
Parents of Kay and Dave Daley
Richard & Ann Kreul
Jed Horkan, Margaret Harmeyer,
Darleen Knudson,
Keith, Melba, Alice Rhinehart
All those that lost a loved one

Thank you for the flower
donations as we keep the
following people in honor
and in our memories!

In honor of :
Jesus
The children & grand-daughters of
Kay and Dave Daley
Susan Steiner

To help with

FUNERAL
LUNCHEONS
please contact:
The church office
@
524-3913
or
Kay Daley
@
608-963-6337
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A Message From Pastor Vicki
PASTOR VICKI
BRANTMEYER
PASTOR PROCOPIO
ARELLANO
Office: 608-524-3913
Parsonage: 608-524-4485
833 Third Street
Reedsburg, WI 53959
rumc@rucls.net
————————————

Laurie Osborn

Christian Education
Coordinator
rumcdce@rucls.net

Michelle Siedschlag
Youth Coordinator
rumcyc@rucls.net

ANGELA

MILLER

SHELBY

LANGE

Administrative Assistant
rumc@rucls.net
Treasurer
rumctreasurer@rucls.net

JUDY MARTIN

Financial Secretary
————————————

2022 SERVANT
LEADERSHIP BOARD
Chair:
Sandy Gorsuch
Finance Co Chairs:
Curt Larson & Pat Jaquish
Secretary:
Judy Martin
Staff Relations Co-Chairs:
Brad Anderson &
Linda Bruun
Trustees Chair:
Steve Lozeau
Lay Rep to Annual
Conference:
Kathy Jennings
Members at Large:
Mary Beth Shear &
Donna Douglas

I was on my way to the
conference office in Sun Prairie to
assist in annual reviews of twelve
Local Licensed Pastors and one new
candidate seeking to become an elder
in full connection in the South West
District. It had been a busy season,
as Lent always is, my brain was on
autopilot, or as scientists would say, I
was using my DMN (Default Mode
Network) to drive, when suddenly I
woke up to what the bumper sticker said
on the vehicle in front of me, “CAUTION:
THIS VEHICLE IS BEING DRIVEN BY
A BLIND MAN.”
I swear my DMN almost activated
my foot to slam on the breaks! …But then
I realized we were already stopped at a
traffic light. After I got over the initial
panic of what I was reading, I realized it
was a truck for a company in Lodi who
installs blinds, hence the “blind man”
actually was driving, and remarkably well I
might add. That gave me a chuckle. But
then I got to thinking about how I have no
idea when that vehicle ended up in front of
me.
After the light turned green, and I
put my DMN back in charge of driving, I
thought of how often I seemed to do that;
“wake up” to something that’s happening
and realize although I’m there in body, but
not truly present, I was distracted. You
know what I mean, I’m blind to the body
language, the unspoken cues of the
scenario. I listen to someone’s words, but
I’m not really hearing what’s going on. My
eyes are open but I’m not seeing all that is
going on around me. On such days, it
might be a good idea for me to get my own
bumper sticker, CAUTION: THIS BODY
IS BEING DRIVEN BY A BLIND
WOMAN.”
Jesus had a lot to say about our
blindness, that is, our spiritual blindness.
After healing the man blind from birth,
Jesus noted, “I came into this world for
judgment so that those how do not see may
see, and those who do see may become
blind.” (John 9:39) Greek and especially
Jewish tradition used ‘blindness”
figuratively, in a moral, intellectual and
spiritual sense. This was the case when the
religious leaders, instead of celebrating that
the man born blind could now see, they
were looking to persecute the one who

healed on the Sabbath, and anyone who
followed such a person.
They were too focused on what
they could see in their own little bubble, in
their case, the law, that they were blind to
the larger scope of the law. Jesus gives a
vision of broader vision of what the
Sabbath law meant in Mark’s Gospel,
when the Pharisees were questioning
Jesus’ followers plucking wheat to eat on
the Sabbath. Technically picking wheat
was a form of harvesting and therefore
constitutes work. So, their harvesting the
wheat, even for personal consumption that
day, was a break of the Sabbath law. But
Jesus cast a new vision of what the law
was intended saying, “The Sabbath was
created for humans; humans weren’t
created for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27)
It’s great that our bodies have this
mechanism that allows us to take our brain
out of gear when we drive in familiar
territory, but even a Tesla with the
autonomous driver assistant system, warns
that the driver must be awake and
attentive with both hands on the wheel,
when the car is in drive.
How often, in daily life, have I
resorted to Default Mode Network, but
then mentally clocked out missing
opportunities to take actions that make a
difference in someone’s life? How often
have I tended to the urgent, ultimately
sacrificing the important? How often have
I missed seeing God at work in the world
all because I am distracted by something in
my own little bubble? If I can’t see God or
the neighbor God calls me to love, how
can I collaborate with God in making a
difference? How can I be a cocreator of
God’s earthly kingdom, when I cant even
see what must be recreated? When I
realize that I am the one driving blind, I
must be open to receiving my sight. I pray.
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2022 First Quarter Finance Overview.
A lot has changed since the first quarter of 2021. We have had in-person worship for a year now. Custodian services returned in full force and the choir reignited.
Staff
received a well-deserved annual raise. Prices have gone up across the board.
These and other factors have led to 2022 expenses close to $10,000 more than at this
point last year. Data also shows that giving attributed to envelope numbers is down by
$2,500 from the first 3 months in 2021.
As we journeyed through the seasons of the pandemic, many factors influenced RUMC
expenses and your giving. Comparisons may be totally irrelevant. Having said that, what
is relevant is that our bank withdrawals were $5,000 more than our deposits in the past 3
months. It is important to note that we are only a quarter into 2022 and spending and
giving trends fluctuate throughout the year.
Despite these somewhat concerning trends for this quarter it is worth noting that we have
maintained a consistent monthly balance in our checking account and have taken the opportunity to open a
Money Management Account to receive a higher interest rate.
This investment has been made possible because, in 2020 and 2021, we received grants from the
conference, breaks on insurance, and of course the PPP loans of over $70,000. In addition to the Money
Management Account, the grants and loans allowed us to continue to pay crucial staff members to keep the
church running. We also took on some new expenses in order to provide access to our worship services
online and over broadcast TV. We’ve continued these efforts to reach as many people as possible.
While our ministry was impacted by the pandemic we continued to benefit from your faithful giving.
Thank you! This allowed us to invest funds from the loan and grant, and money we recently received, as a
settlement for the closing of the LaValle Faith Church, into our Money Management Account.
Some of the funds held in the Money Management Account are earmarked for current ministry use
to further our online ministry; others for expanding our vision for our ministry and church. We ask for
prayers to discern God’s purposes for RUMC carrying out our mission of creating disciples as we lean into
the future.

Gentle Chair Yoga Continues!
Ready to increase your strength, flexibility and balance with yoga? Join Judy
Martin, Certified Yoga Instructor, for a class suitable for everyone. The class
meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:00 noon to 12:30 pm. All classes will
be held in the Reedsburg United Methodist Church parlor. New participants are
welcome at anytime.
****For more information, call Judy at 524-3098.
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We have several worship options on Sundays: live worship in the church sanctuary at 9:00 am,
Facebook premier (https://www.facebook.com/reedsburgumc/) at 9:00 with a host/ess to greet
attendees, YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCm55c9m0Q6Uf_F1QKhMMGDw)
anytime after 9:00 am and Reedsburg station 11.1 at 3:30 pm. As always, the sermon manuscript is
available electronically on our website (http://www.reedsburgunitedmethodistchurch.org ) or call the
church during office hours (9-12 Monday-Thursday at 608 524-3913) to have a hard copy mailed to
you.
Confirmation will be at the live service, Sunday June 5, at 9:00 am. We have six students who have
been preparing all year to confirm for themselvesthe vows their parents took on their behalf. Please
plan on attending to show your continued support of those students and their families.
A new midweek book study will begin Wednesday, May 11 at noon. It will be available both live in
the church parlor, and via ZOOM, meeting number: 833 3606 5735 passcode: 2022RUMBS. The
book is by Richard Rohr, Breathing Underwater: Spirituality and the Twelve Steps. You can get a copy of the
book at Amazon.com in paperback and Kindle. If you would like the church to order you a copy, call
the office at 608-524-3913.
We continue receiving all non-perishable food items in the shopping cart inside the church building
and the bins outside the 3rd Street entrance to the church.
Pastor Vicki is available for those comfortable with a visit and serve communion to you directly. Just
give her a call at 608-289-9739 to set up a date and time.
Viking Village Foods offers the church a rebate for any receipts turned in to their store. If you shop
at Viking Village you are encouraged to drop your receipt at the donation box located at the 3 rd Street
entrance of the church at any time. They may also be deposited with your monetary gifts deposited in
the offering baskets during live worship.
Another simple way of contributing to the church is through the Smiles program on Amazon. Simply
log in to smile.amazon.com and choose Reedsburg United Methodist Church. Then whenever you
shop amazon make sure your shopping is done through Amazon Smile, and a portion of the retail
will be sent to RUMC.
Other ways of giving: mailing/dropping it off 833 3rd Street, Reedsburg, Wisconsin 53959 (or at the
entrance or exit of worship)—going to our website, reedsburgunitedmethodistchurch.org and click on
the donate button—text your gift at 855-963-3691.
Two ways of finding prayer support: text message Pastor Vicki directly 608-289-9739. You may also
email your prayer to a prayer angel at rumprayer@gmail.com. Prayers given to the Prayer Angel,
Pastor Vicki or the church office be passed on to our electronic prayer chain ONLY if you instruct us
to do so.
If you would like to be part of the email prayer chain, please contact the office (rumc@rucls.net or
608-524-3913) or email the prayer angel at RUMprayer@gmail.com, and we will add you to the e-list.
Leadership Board met live and in person April 20th. A synopsis of the meeting is included as an insert
in this newsletter. NOTE: SLB meetings are open to the public, with the exception of staff sensitive
matters, which may require confidentiality. The next meeting will be May 18th at 6:30pm in the church
parlor. If you want to attend but prefer to do so through ZOOM, contact the office to get the
meeting # and passcode.
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God Dreams (to find and focus our church’s future)
Excerpts from book by Will Mancini

5/2 Stephanie Pannkuk
5/3 Bruce Pannkuk
5/4 Trenten Scherbert
5/4 Harvin Ziech





What will our church’s ultimate contribution look like in our community?
Who are we becoming as a congregation?
What singular impact will our church have as the years unfold?

When we discern a God-sized vision, our mission reorients from an activity of the
church to the identity of the church. Being a person of prayer and a student of God’s
Word helps us focus on the “God-things”, not just “good-things”. God had
prepared in advance good works for us to find and fulfill. The church of God
doesn’t have a mission as much as the mission of God has a church.

5/22 Ray Deakin

The servant leadership board will be working on defining our church’s unique future
for this particular season of our ministry. We are encouraged to think long as our
love needs to affect this world for generations to come. Every city has more needs to
be met than one church can address. Which need does God lead us toward? Our
church’s vision needs to be so compelling that it makes people want to invest their
time, talents and treasures to make it happen. God wants to do something cosmically
significant and locally specific through our church. Please be in prayer and
conversation with leaders in our congregation as we discern and cast a vision for what
is God’s next dream for our church.

5/25 Able Gorsuch

Provisional Deacon Mary Beth Shear

5/7 Calvin Larson
5/12 William Adams
5/13 Jeffery Barker
5/16 Carole Adams

5/25 Tom Seamonson
5/26 Donald Lamke
5/29 John Espy
5/29 Curt Larson
5/30 Tom Grover
5/31 Heather Schutz

Joyful Hands and Hearts
Please join us at 11am on May 11th
We will be meeting at Donnie’s Restaurant
All Ladies Are Welcome!

