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DATE TIME EVENT 

February 1 9:00AM 

3:30PM 

Worship in person (Communion) 

YouTube worship 

February 3 12:00PM Chair Yoga, (no reservation, no cost) 

February 4 6:00PM 

5:30PM 

Children & Youth—light meal with activities following 

Enneagram class –Room 101 The Meeting Place 

February 5 11:00AM 

12:00PM 

Christianity and World Region Class 

Chair Yoga, (no reservation, no cost) 

February 8 9:00AM 

10:15AM 

3:30PM 

Worship in person  

Sermon Series Discussion– Room 101 The Meeting Place 

YouTube worship 

February 10 12:00PM Chair Yoga, (no reservation, no cost) 

February 11 1:00PM 

6:00PM 

Joyful Hands and Hearts—Meet in the Well 

Children & Youth—light meal with activities following 

February 12 11:00AM 

12:00PM 

Christianity and World Region Class 

Chair Yoga, (no reservation, no cost) 

February 15 9:00AM 

12:00PM 

Worship in person  

YouTube worship 

Deadline for Newsletter 

February 16 6:30PM SLB Meeting 

February 17 12:00PM Chair Yoga, (no reservation, no cost) 

February 18 6:00PM 

6:00PM 

6:30PM 

Soup meal for Lent followed by Lenten Worship Service                                                                        

Children & Youth 

Ash Wednesday—Lenten Worship Service 

February 19 11:00AM 

12:00PM 

Christianity and World Region Class 

Chair Yoga, (no reservation, no cost) 

February 22 9:00AM 

3:30PM 

Worship in person 

YouTube worship 

February 24 12:00PM Chair Yoga, (no reservation, no cost) 

February 25 5:00PM 

6:00PM 

6:00PM 

6:30PM 

Views of the Cross Class-Room 101 

Soup meal for Lent                                                                                                                        

Children & Youth 

Lenten Worship Service 

February 26 12:00PM 

12:00PM 

Views of the Cross Class-Room 101 

Chair Yoga, (no reservation, no cost) 

                                                            

   

February Calendar  

Lent 

Lent begins on Wednesday, February 18th, 
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Greetings from Pastor Liz 

Siblings in Faith, 
 

We have entered the long months. You know, the several months 

when it is still winter, but there aren’t things like Christmas to keep 

us excited and positive. And then, there’s Lent. This season has   

historically been one of “punishment”, if you will. People have 

used the six weeks to give up bad habits or life’s luxuries. This Lent, 

however, can point us to something different. Lent doesn’t have 

to be one of darkness and gloom. 
 

On Ash Wednesday (February 18th), we will begin Lent with a     

reflection on our humanness, not only in the sense of our mortality, 

but also looking at our experiences. Then, for the following six 

weeks on Sundays and Wednesday nights, we will be looking at 

people in Jesus’s story, and how their lives were changed because 

of their interaction with Jesus.  
 

We’ll talk about: 
  

Each of these minor characters in the grand timeline of God’s 

grace exhibits for us how humanity can be changed for the better 
 

I encourage us throughout this Lent to reflect on how we can learn 

from each of these individuals chosen by God to be part of God’s 

salvation story. 
 

With God’s love, 

Pastor Liz 

 

●Nicodemus ●The thief on the cross  

●Mary Magdalene  ●A man in the crowd 

●Judas       ●Mary, the wife of Clopas 

●Peter (twice) ●The Centurion  

●Simon of Cyrene ●Mary, the mother of Jesus 
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Lent begins on Wednesday, February 18th, with our Ash Wednesday Service at 6:30 

p.m. in the Sanctuary with a light supper at 6:00 p.m. in The Gathering (Fellowship Hall). 

In our worship, we will remember our mortality and focus our minds on the season of 

Lent. 

 

Then, we invite you to join us on Wednesday nights (February 25th-March 25th) for our 

Lenten worship in our Sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. There will be a light supper starting at 6:00 

p.m. in The Gathering. 

 

We will celebrate Maundy (Holy) Thursday on April 2nd at 6:30 p.m. in our Sanctuary, 

and participate in our Ecumenical Good Friday Service on April 3rd from noon to 1:00 

p.m. at one of our local churches. 

 

Join Pastor Liz for our Lenten Study Wednesday nights from 5:00-6:00 p.m. or Thursdays 

from noon-1:00 p.m. as we follow the theme of minor character perspectives in God’s 

greater life-giving story. Please sign up by calling the church office or filling out a    

connect card, so there are enough handouts.  
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March Newsletter DEADLINE — February 15th   

 608-524-3913 •rumc53959@gmail.net Mission Statement: 

“To make new and 

renewed disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the 

world.” 

Our Vision: 

“To build a Christian 

community where we 

become deeply 

committed 

followers of the Lord 

Jesus Christ who 

know God with our 

heads, love God 

with our hearts, and 

serve God with our 

hands.” 

 

To help with 

FUNERAL  
LUNCHEONS  
please contact:  

The church office  

@ 

608-524-3913 

or 

Kay Daley  

@ 

608-963-6337 

 

All are invited to attend our meetings. 

Date:  Wednesday, February 11, 2026. 

Time:  1:00 pm in the Well. 

Joyful Hands and Hearts  

February 22nd 

10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 

Adult Education Classroom—Room 101 

Description: Learn about what we are doing as a church to 

keep our children, youth, and adults safe from harm. This  

training will be interactive and is open to all.  
 

Those who currently serve in our ministries with children and 

youth must complete  

the training. 

During the six weeks of Lent, we will be having a special     

mission focus as we continue to partner with Midwest Mission 

and our Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist 

Church. We invite you to donate any of the following: 

●  Hand Towel ●  8-10 oz. lotion 

●  42-64 oz. dish soap ●  56-80 oz. Liquid household cleaner (please no 

      spray bottles) 

●  Wash Cloth ●  Single Adult toothbrush (no multi packs please) 

●  3-4 oz. bar soap ●  100-150 oz. Liquid laundry detergent 

●  12-19 oz. shampoo ●  scrub brush with or without handle 

●  2-3 oz. deodorant ●  5 gallon round bucket with a resealable lid 

42-64 oz. dish soap
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Pastor Liz Alexander 

Office: 608-524-3913  
revliz2022@gmail.com 

———————————— 

Mary Beth Shear 
Servant Coordinator 

Deaconmarybeth833@gmail.co
m 

 

Laurie Osborne 
Christian Education 

Coordinator 
rumcdce@rucls.net 

 

Michelle Siedschlag 

Youth Coordinator 
rumcyc@rucls.net 

 

Angela Miller 

Administrative Assistant 
rumc53959@gmail.com 

 

Cheri Rhinehart 
Financial Secretary 
crhin27@gmail.com 

———————————— 
 

2026 SERVANT 
LEADERSHIP BOARD 

 

Chair:  
John Deitrich 

Secretary: 

Cindy Cseri 

Finance Reps: 

Becky Knull 

Cindy Cseri 

Staff Parish Relations:  
Pat Jaquish 

Linda Bruun 

Trustees Chair Co Reps:  
Tina Straw 

Victor Hineman 

Members at Large: 
Mason Siedschlag 

Mary Blohm 

Ellen Penshorn 
 

Lay Rep to Annual 
Conference:  
Ellen Penshorn 

Auditing:  
Pat Jaquish/Mary Blohm 

  February Birthday’s 

   *2/1  Annette Baker  

   *2/3  Shannon Scherbert 

   *2/4  Andrew Gorsuch 

   *2/8  Jason Siedschlag 

   *2/11 Arnold Thorne 

   *2/12 Bernie Fernandez 

   *2/13 Stella Olivares 

   *2/15 Ervin Borleske 

   *2/16 Darren Scherbert 

   *2/17 Adrianne Clark 

   *2/17 Jean Frank 

   *2/18 Donna Douglas 

   *2/25 Pat Jaquish 

   *2/25 Luke Osborne 

   *2/25 Tina Straw 

   *2/26 Steve Towne 

Karen and Victor Hineman 

February 14th 

Youth Group—February 4th at 

6:00pm for a light meal,  

following will be  activities and 

learning. 

Pastor Liz and Deacon 

Mary Beth  

will be gone February 

9th-12th  

as they represent 

some of the ordained      

deacon clergy on the 

Board of Ordained 

Ministry. They are still 

reachable for        

emergencies. 
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Care Closet at Webb Middle School  

Our church honored Rev. Martin Luther King’s Day by serving at the middle school on   
Jan. 17. The Clothes Closet is located at Webb School and all donated clothing items and  
supplies are free to students and their families as needed. We learned from the coordinator 
Lori Rose of  the need for personal care items for students and families. As our church 
partners with the middle school, we would like to conduct a donation drive for the needed 
items. These can be dropped off  at the church during the month of  February and will be 
given to the Care Closet.  
 

Let us spread God’s love to those in need. 

Deodorant, Body Spray, Body Wash, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Dental floss, 
Combs, Detangling spray for curly hair, Ponytail holders, Hair brushes, Personal cleaning 
wipes, Feminine products (pads, tampons, feminine spray), Dish soap Laundry detergent 
and fabric softener (also used to wash donated items) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a resource that is used  by children and families in Reedsburg 

This is a chance to volunteer for a good cause. 

 Contact Kathy Jennings or Gwen Biesek to Volunteer. 
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Church Update from the Servant Leadership Board 
 

 

On Sunday, January 18th, Cindy Cseri, the co-representative of Finance on the Servant 

Leadership Board stood in front of the congregation and shared an update about our 

financial health and longevity. Below you will find a transcript of what was said. 

 

“This discussion is framed from truth and reality, not fear. I am going to ask everyone to 

listen closely and ask your questions thoughtfully. Remember – there is no such thing 

as a dumb question. Your voice is important and respected. 

 

I am new to the SERVANT LEADERSHIP BOARD and hold the position of secretary as well 

as co-chair of the finance committee. I am going to present some data for you on our 

finances over the last 5 years, as well as our state of affairs right now. WE need your  

questions, ideas, resources, skills, input, insights, experiences…we are all in this TOGETHER.  

 

We have been running a negative (loss) budget for 3 years and projected again this 

year. When this has happened, we have reached into our reserve accounts to meet the 

operational need. We are at a point where our reserves are depleted. Reality – if we 

continue to operate as we have for the last several years, we will be operational for 

about 12 months. That is December of this year. After that time, we will not be able to 

meet our financial obligations. Please know, as we prepared the 2026 budget,             

everything that could be cut was cut or reduced. We are operating on a shoestring at 

this point. 

 

I would imagine you are feeling portrayed, you may feel anger, you may be looking to 

see who is to blame, you may be sad, you may have disbelief….all those emotions are 

valid, and as a SERVANT LEADERSHIP BOARD, we have felt those same things. 

 

At this point, feel what you feel; it is important to allow for the grieving process to        

happen. And then I am going to ask you all to dig deep, pray hard to find your stamina 

and passion to help us navigate through this challenge TOGETHER. We are a family, and 

we have a tremendous amount of skills, talents, gifts, and human resources to guide us 

into the future. 

 
What is the SERVANT LEADERSHIP BOARD doing about this? 

The SERVANT LEADERSHIP BOARD has put together a Feasibility Team to review the     

current financial situation, gather information and insights from you all on possible        

solutions, and then make recommendations to the SERVANT LEADERSHIP BOARD and 

congregation on what will be our course of action.” 

 

Those serving on the Feasibility Team are: Mary Blohm, Cindy Cseri, John Deitrich, Craig 

Douglas, Will Fernandez, Sandy Gorsuch, Becky Knull, John Miller, Kent Penshorn, Mary 

Beth Shear, and Michelle Siedschlag. 
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“Next steps: You will be asked to participate in cottage meetings to discuss possible      

solutions, offer resources or connections, and share your ideas. Your voice matters to us. 

The Feasibility Team will then review all the comments from our family members and 

make a recommendation to the SERVANT LEADERSHIP BOARD. The SERVANT LEADERSHIP 

BOARD will review and then present to the entire Church Family those options, which you 

will have a vote on. We can not and will not do this alone – we are 

a family. 
 

Q and A 

 
Q: How did this happen?  

A: Hopeful thinking on our part about donations and grants, not rolling back spending in 

a more timely manner, increased costs due to the economy, unexpected infrastructure 

failures that were never planned for, and depending on call-outs to meet the                

operational needs. There was no misuse or abuse of our resources. 

 
Q: Does the conference know of our struggles?  

A: Yes. 

 
Q: Are we going to close our doors and turn our family out into the cold?  

A: NO. And we need all of you to help prevent this from happening. 

 
Q: Will we lose Pastor Liz?  

A: NO (I hope) 

 
Q: How can you help?  

A: Meet with us in the cottage meetings, volunteer for the FEASIBILITY TEAM group, assist 

with fundraising efforts, and rethink your giving. 

 
Q: How much money do we need to provide in money to meet the operational needs?  

A: We need about $1,000 more each week to meet our basic needs. This would not      

include the AC for the sanctuary nor any other unexpected maintenance issues. 

 
Q: Are there any potential maintenance issues pending at this time?  

A: The front roof is leaking through the outside light. This needs to be addressed for the 

integrity of the roof structure and our electric circuits. Cost unknown. 

 

I know this is a lot to take in; it’s been a heartfelt week for the Pastor and SERVANT       

LEADERSHIP BOARD members as well. We believe transparency is critical and necessary.   

It provides us with the opportunity for creative solutions and commitment from our      

passionate family members to resolve our situation together. 
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