Progress on Goals 2024-2025 RUMC Goals May 2025
Overarching all goals: increase innovation and creativity in our church life and ministries

Goal: Relational Connections: To create opportunities for intergenerational relationships
through activities, worship, and ministries that purposefully connect different generations in our
church and community to make disciples of Jesus Christ.

Mission Team competition weaving sleep mats continues and we may be completing 10 mats
by the time we go on our mission trip at the end of June! Team Gwen and Team Howard are
coming into the home stretch!

The annual Clergy Appreciation Lunch hosted by the Reedsburg Area Medical Center was
attended by clergy and representatives of St. John Lutheran, Church of God, Sacred Heart
Catholic Parish, Five Solas Orthodox Presbyterian, and RUMC. Dr. Peter Gertonson and Craig
Zimmerman LCSW were the speakers. Our next Ministerial meeting will be in September (every
other month second Thursday at noon at Fusch Center).

Goal: Outward Focus: Create a culture of outward focus beyond the walls of the church that
nurtures relationships with our neighbors, guests and community.

Webb Care Closet continues to be staffed by several of our congregation with much work to
do providing clothing to students and families.

Artist’s Way sessions continue on Wednesday nights through May. We enjoy talking with
different artists each week, like our own John Pearson who did a reading from his recently
published book “Shaker”. The Artist’s Way series will continue this fall and next spring with the
3" book in the trilogy by Julia Cameron.

Pastor leads worship monthly at local nursing homes and Mary Beth continues to teach
weekly bible studies at RASLC assisted living.

The sausage gravy and biscuit supper and bake sale on Saturday, May 3 raised over $800 to
support camper scholarships to Pine Lake or Camp Lucerne this summer for kids at Boys and
Girls Club. We had great support from our chef John Deitrich, kitchen and dining room helpers
and many bakers in the church. Parents at Boys and Girls Club have received information and we
plan to cover 2 camper scholarships.

We continue to support the Lucien family along with St. John Lutheran Church volunteers
and Mary Beth providing rides to Ibermanthe’s job at Walmart. More drivers are needed. Please
continue to hold this Haitian family in prayer regarding Ysme’s need for more work hours, their
immigration status and asylum request. A new concern is Ysme’s need for extensive dental work
with cost of $1800. How they manage their work schedules and care for Edens this summer
when out of school is also to be worked out. RUMC will be applying for a Mustard Seed Grant
to help support this family.

Goal: Energizing Congregational Participation: Creating ways the congregation can actively
participate in worship and ministries both within the church and in our community.



Summer mission trip to Midwest Mission June 28-July 2 is coming up fast! We have19
volunteers including youth and adults. Our ¥4 down-payment was paid May 4 with final payment
due before June 28. The Rich Foreign Mission Fund will be used to cover missional expenses.
John Dietrich working on meal plans. We will be visiting tourist sites in Springfield connected to
Abraham Lincoln and worshiping on Sunday at Sugar Creek United Methodist Church next to
Midwest Mission. A group meeting will be held on June 1 after worship.

Congregation is collecting medication bottles and styrofoam for St. John’s Green Team.

A dedication is being planned for our new handicapped accessible bathroom and shower.
Special mention will be made in memory of Donna Kastner.

Servant and Staff Appreciation Sunday was held with cake and punch after worship on
Sunday, May 1. Connie Anderson provided a beautiful cake covered with many expressions of
“thank you” in different languages.

Pastor Vicki’s last Sunday with RUMC will be June 22. A celebration of her ministry with us
and a send-off celebration for Howard and Pastor Vicki is being planned for that day. There will
be a potluck brunch and cake served organized by our hospitality team.

We will be welcoming our new pastor, Liz Alexander and her husband Sean on Sunday, July
13.



