Scripture: Colossians 3:12-17
2 Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. '* Bear with one
another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just
as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. '* Above all, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. "
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called
in one body. And be thankful. '® Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly;
teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. '” And whatever you do,
in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.

Sermon: Elemental - The Nelson Mandela Concept
Elemental Movie segment - 11:11-12:08

“The city 1sn’t made with fire people in mind.”

For those of you who weren’t able to join us for our movie night of Elemental,
let me fill you in on the need-to-know. The movie opens with an immigrant
couple made of fire traveling across water to a city filled with people made of
water, of plants and dirt, and of clouds. We are shown Ember, the main
character made of fire, and her encounters in life as the only child of two of the
first fire-made immigrants. These immigrants seem to have one dream: a fire
convenience shop. Every time Ember speaks to her father about taking over the
family shop, she is met with “when you are ready,” which 1s a very important
sentiment considering she has issues with her temper. Through a series of
unfortunate events, Ember meets Wade, our other main character who is made
of...water. Through the rest of the movie, Ember realizes that although she has
always believed that the elements can’t mix, when they do mix, it doesn’t
ultimately destroy, but creates something beautiful. In the differences of all the



people, it creates strengths of the collective community. (OKk, it’s best to watch
the whole movie ourselves, then to listen to my lame recap.)

Our focus today brings us to some really strong illustrations within the movie,
particularly where the idea of separation of differences is better, even to the
point of segregation. It doesn’t take long in the plot (only a few minutes)
before a water person accidentally bumps into Cinder (the fire mom) and puts
part of her out. The illustration of danger in mixing elements is introduced. We
see the migration worker of the city change the fire people’s names so it is
something others can say. We see people turn away the fire family because of
who they are. Plants living near fire...no thank you. Water living near
fire...doubly no thank you. Fire is best alone, taking care of only themselves.

Separation because of differences transforms, though, and we see the beauty in
the strength of differences through lives being saved. It’s a tremendous
realization of our calling as God’s people, which points us to our scripture.

The Letter to the Colossians, commonly attributed to Paul, written to the
people of Colossus, has a significant emphasis on relationships. In it, we are
invited to exhibit compassion, humility, patience, and love, among other
qualities. Notice the letter tells us that when we become love, there is perfect
harmony. Love is meant to be the binding agent, the superglue in church unity,
the feeling and action of all things.

Perhaps my favorite phrase of this scripture is the idea of “bearing with one
another.” Oftentimes when I think of bearing with someone, I think of
tolerating, of dealing with, not of embracing. I think of rolling my eyes and
counting down the time until the encounter is done, yet here, in this letter, we
are told that bearing with others involves fully accepting them for who they
are, with their weaknesses and faults, and allowing them worth and space.



What better way can we love one another than by fully accepting one another
with our weaknesses and faults, and seeing everyone’s worth and space? It’s a
beautiful witness to who God is.

And we are told in the last verse of this particular passage, number 17, “And
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Isn’t that a very weighted call to
responsibility for our words and actions! This call makes us recognize that we,
as believers, must claim Jesus in every part of our lives, not just in what we
choose. There’s a caveat to this. Obedience of this, of doing and saying all
things in love is not meant to be some burdensome duty, but should just be a
natural expression of our love of God. So, fully, we are invited to love one
another fully in acceptance and seeing all worth, and doing all of it as a way of
naturally expressing our love of God, without believing it's an obligation.

But that is not even all?! We also have the blessing of seeing a modern
influential leader use the i1dea of diversity as beauty. In 2002, Nelson Mandela,
an activist and former South African president, was awarded the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Four Freedoms Award. This award focuses on what FDR considered
the four essential human freedoms: freedom of speech, freedom of worship,
freedom from want, and freedom from fear. Mandela had encountered a
lifelong fight against discrimination, promoted equal rights, and dedicated his
life to democratic reconciliation in South Africa.

In his acceptance speech, he said, “Our differences are our strength as a species
and as a world community. The reach of globalisation is not in order to render
us all alike or subject to the values and definitions of any single dominant
mode. The so-called global village offers us the opportunity to share in the
wealth of our diversity, while recognising and celebrating our common
humanity.” I know that I, personally, appreciate those words.



So then, when we take all three of these planes (cinema, scripture, and world
leadership) together, we find the beauty of God’s creation. I invite us this
week, this month, and honestly beyond, to see the beauty in our differences,
see our strengths through diversity, and may we work to see all for who they
are, God’s children, and our siblings. And how do we do that? Engage in
conversations with those we disagree with. Engage by looking at the other side
of a story or point of view. May we recognize that this world is better when we
build a world that has everyone in mind. Amen.



