Scripture: Galatians 6:7-10

7 Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. 8 If you sow to your
own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh, but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap
eternal life from the Spirit. 9 So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at
harvest time, if we do not give up. 10 So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for
the good of all and especially for those of the family of faith.

Sermon: Overlying Generosity - Giving the Time of Day
Time. Oh, the concept of time. Speed. Ticking. Seconds. Minutes. Hours. Days. Months. Years.
Decades. Centuries. Eons. Giving. Taking. Recording. Marking. A break.

We've heard sayings, like... “Time flies.” “Only time will tell.” “Time is money.” “Time waits
for no man.” “Time heals all wounds.” There are even powerful words about time that we may
not be familiar with, like “The time you enjoy wasting is not wasted time.”

We center our lives so much on time and the passing of it. It either seems like time goes too
quickly or it is just crawling along. I wonder if we think about the beauty of time in each
moment. Our scripture this morning spoke to us regarding the importance of spending time in
community, helping others. We are encouraged not to grow weary with time (our lives), not
being all we had hoped for. Rather, Paul wrote, “If we do not give up, we will reap at harvest
time.”

Our scripture began with something that should catch our attention. “God is not mocked, for
you reap whatever you sow.” This idea of God being mocked seems a little strange, right? When
Paul wrote this letter, he used the term to refer to God being rudely disregarded. Paul argued
that all of God’s judgment of the world was understandable and just, and people could not hide
who they were from God. In simpler terms, Paul was warning them, “Remember, God is
watching you. You can’t get away with anything.” Actions have consequences, good or bad;
there is no middle ground.

This scripture’s original context centered on whether or not people needed to worry about being
circumcised for God’s mercy. Paul was arguing that all people are included in Jesus’s salvation.
God’s law before Jesus made salvation conditional. One must be circumcised. Paul was fighting
with the people in Galatia to move past the old law. He believed it was important to focus on
God’s Spirit’s action in the world, instead of the law. Spread the good news of Jesus’s
resurrection and ultimate salvation, and don’t worry about anything else. Where once families
were expected to be circumcised, when Jesus became Emmanuel, God with us, the rules
changed. As time continued, we were distanced from the mandate of bodily purity, and now this
scripture speaks to us differently.

Instead of the original understanding, in our current context, it speaks to us through a different
lens. We are warned against a life of ethnic exclusivity, material possessions, and violence. Yet,
no matter what the underlying lens may be, this passage conveys an important message. Be
warned. The way to doing good and finding favor with God is through “sowing to the Spirit” or



placing one’s confidence and hope in the working of God’s Spirit, bringing others to eternal life
through Jesus. That’s a lot of words to say, follow the Spirit’s nudging. And the Spirit nudges in
many different ways. To get us there, I’d like to bring us to the title of our sermon.

Normally, when we hear “giving someone the time of day,” we think about not ignoring
someone or paying attention to them. What if, instead, when we hear “giving someone the time
of day”, we actually think about the true sense of time being given? God lives in a space beyond
time, present in each moment. How can we spend our moments awake truly in the moment?
How can we be making the most of each day for the kingdom of God?

Generosity in the life of faith is beyond our financial giving. We are urged to recognize that not
only does God ask us to be generous financially for God’s kingdom to grow. God asks us to
give of our time. When we give our time, we are “sowing to the Spirit”.

Sowing can mean helping a neighbor. Sowing can also mean using time to give back to the
church. At any point within our days, we are given opportunities to care for the people, places,
and spaces around us. Our church family has intentionally been working on our social and
missional presence. We are constantly looking for family members who are willing to make our
space beautiful (with maintenance and gardening). We are constantly looking for family
members who are willing to organize our historical documents. We are constantly looking for
family members to share our posts on Facebook and Instagram. We are constantly looking for
family members to reach out to their neighbors and invite them to worship and our events. We
are constantly looking for family members to discover and lead ways to grow the kingdom of
God.

Next week, Nick Coenen, the director of Pine Lake United Methodist Camp, will be with us. He
will be sharing with us the impact that Pine Lake has on growing faith. Last year, we raised
money and sent 4 Reedsburg boys from the Boys and Girls Club to camp. The time that was
spent raising the money, the time that was spent caring for them at camp, planted seeds of God’s
love in those four boys. But they aren’t the only ones impacted. We will also hear of other
younger and older people who have been impacted by Pine Lake Camp.

While we wait to hear those stories, may we be encouraged this week to look inside ourselves
for how we may be using each moment of our time to share God’s love and hope, so the
kingdom of God may grow. But then, after looking inside ourselves, may we implement those
moments of our time to use all of the gifts God has given us.

Let’s pray:

Gracious and loving God, pour out Your Holy Spirit upon our hearts and awaken in us a willing
spirit to serve. Lead Your people to offer the gift of their time with joy, compassion, and
generosity, that the work of Your church and the needs of our community may be met. Stir
within us a deep desire to follow where You call, using our hands, our presence, and our gifts to
reflect Your love in the world. Help us to see every act of service as an opportunity to share
Your grace and to build Your kingdom here on earth. May Your Spirit guide us beyond



hesitation and into faithful action, so that through our giving of time, others may encounter
hope, welcome, and care. In all we do, let it be for Your glory and for the good of our neighbors.
Amen.



