Scripture: Proverbs 3:5-10

Trust in the Lorp with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. ¢ In
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. ? Do not
be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lorp and turn away from evil.

81t will be a healing for your flesh and a refreshment for your body. ® Honor the
Lorp with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; '’ then
your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, > and there are varieties of

services but the same Lord, ® and there are varieties of activities, but it is the
same God who activates all of them in everyone. " To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. ® To one is given through the
Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, * to another faith by the same Spirit, to another
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, '’ to another the working of powerful deeds,
to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. ' All these are
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just
as the Spirit chooses.

Sermon: The Gift that Keeps on Giving
As we heard in our Children’s Message today, we are invited into the

celebration of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came to live in us. The story
speaks of a profound relationship between God and humanity, a continuation
of the connection formed in the beginning of time that was reminded through
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. We are told in Acts 2, “And suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. * Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. * All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave
them ability.

Pentecost can also remind us of one other important thing. As the Holy Spirit
lives within us, it brews and kindles our gifts. All of them. We are introduced,
or rather prompted of our variety of gifts through our two scriptures today. One



was based on reminding us of our financial gifts (in Proverbs 3), and one
focused on our spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians). After talking about our gift of
time and voice for the last few weeks, are you ready to hear more about these
other gifts?

In the book of Proverbs, we are invited into a small section of King Solomon’s
direction on the right behavior of humanity towards God. He wrote this section
recognizing that only through humanity’s humble understanding of our limits
and God’s abundance could we get true wisdom. In God’s wisdom, we could
always set our first fruits or tithe aside for God.

Through the acknowledgement of the gifts of wisdom and abundance given to
us and the gifts we give back through our first fruits, we can rest assured that
God will “make straight our paths”. Scripture commentators share that by
following God’s straight paths, we are not guaranteed an easy life. Instead, it

allows us to know that no matter where we end up, the purposes of God may
be fulfilled there.

Then, in the book of 1 Corinthians, we see a letter from Paul encouraging
people to use their gifts in all of the great diversity of gifts for God’s glory.
Paul sees the differences in gifts (wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, working
of powerful deeds, prophecy, discernment, speaking in tongues, and
interpretation of tongues), all these gifts, as being inspired by the Holy Spirit
and as enriching the community by God’s design. Paul notes later that all
believers have the gift of faith, but it is still noted as an important spiritual gift.
All gifts are given to serve the common good of the community.

What do these gifts Paul mentions mean? In other parts of the epistles or letters
to churches, Paul gives examples of gifts being preaching, teaching, and
prophecy, but here we see something different for the people of Corinth. They
were reminded that the way they guided and taught their people was because
of God. The way that the people of Corinth helped one another in health and
duty was because of God. The way that the people contemplated moving
forward and spoke God’s new words to the people was because of God. The
reason that anyone spoke in an unknown language and then translated it was
because of God. We, too, are given gifts, abilities, and skills as ways of sharing



our faith and spreading God’s love. We are given knowledge of science and
math, language and so much more, so that we can guide and teach, help each
other in health and duty, discuss and discern the future, and (even though we
don’t speak tongues in our denomination) feel the Holy Spirit working in
everything.

This week, as you entered this space, you should have received an envelope. In
that envelope, you will find a special letter, your current giving for the year
with your current pledge, and a special Exploding Hope pledge card. When we
did our 2026 pledge cards for financial giving last October, we were not fully
aware of our financial health. After much discussion, we have decided it would
be very beneficial for our planning to know where our families stand with
giving. Over the next few weeks, we invite you to pray, complete, and return
the Exploding Hope pledge card. (For those of you not with us this week, you
will receive yours soon.)

Let me share some of the amazingness that our giving provides for the
kingdom of God. Most of the time, we think very business-like when thinking
about our budget. We think of the electricity, heating/cooling, water, staff,
insurance, etc, without the ministry component. Let’s think of it this way.

Because of our power to this building, lights, heating/cooling, water, etc., we
can host community events that bring a sense of family to those who are
yearning for it. This is shown through our Wednesday night meal and youth
group, hosting ADRC, and special events like Family Fun Day. We can
provide affordable ways for some to get what they need, like through our
Rummage Sale. We are able to worship amongst ourselves and with the greater
community, our God who has truly blessed us every moment of every day.

Our staff ensures that we have what we need to worship, keep up the
cleanliness of our building, and equip us to be stewards of God’s love in the
world. Because we are able to meet together through a space, we can uplift one
another, and uplift others in our community through our special offerings like
our noisy bucket and diaper drive. We could provide more and more examples,
but we’ll leave it at that today.



We are reminded through King Solomon in Proverbs, “Honor the Lorp with
your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; '’ then your barns
will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.”

We are reminded through Paul in 1 Corinthians, “Now there are varieties of
gifts but the same Spirit, *and there are varieties of services but the same Lord,
% and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone.”

We make a vow as United Methodists to support the church with our gifts, our
gifts of presence in time, presence of voice (like we had talked about in
previous weeks), our gifts of financial fruits, and spiritual gifts. May we
choose to do this with our whole selves by saying yes to all God calls us to.
Because of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit is with us and nudges us always to share
God’s love through our gifts of time, voice, finances, and spirituality. Let us
accept that nudge of the Spirit, and move forward. Amen.



