
Scripture: Micah 2:1, 3, 6-7; 3:8-11 (NLT) 
What sorrow awaits you who lie awake at night, thinking up evil plans. You 
rise at dawn and hurry to carry them out, simply because you have the power 
to do so.  
3 But this is what the LORD says: “I will reward your evil with evil; you won’t 
be able to pull your neck out of the noose. You will no longer walk around 
proudly, for it will be a terrible time.”  
6 “Don’t say such things,” the people respond. “Don’t prophesy like that. Such 
disasters will never come our way!” 7 Should you talk that way, O family of 
Israel? Will the LORD’s Spirit have patience with such behavior? If you would 
do what is right, you would find my words comforting.  
8 But as for me, I am filled with power—with the Spirit of the LORD. I am filled 
with justice and strength to boldly declare Israel’s sin and rebellion. 9 Listen to 
me, you leaders of Israel! You hate justice and twist all that is right. 10 You are 
building Jerusalem on a foundation of murder and corruption. 11 You rulers 
make decisions based on bribes; you priests teach God’s laws only for a price; 
you prophets won’t prophesy unless you are paid. Yet all of you claim to 
depend on the LORD. “No harm can come to us,” you say, “for the LORD is here 
among us.” 
 
Sermon: Speaking the Truth in Love 

The world is an unfair place. Everywhere we go, it seems like there is 
injustice, division, and heartbreak. These feelings aren’t new. In the short book 
of Micah, the prophet shares the greatness of God through prophecy of 
judgment and salvation. We are encouraged through these weeks of looking at 
Micah to live faithfully in complicated times. Today, especially, we are 
challenged not just by what we say, but by why we say it. 
 
It seems as if these chapters are more of the same as last week’s. The doom 
and gloom. The complicated times. Yet rather than generalized lecturing, 
Micah used these second and third chapters to get more specific about the 
crimes committed and their punishments. 
 
Chapter two shows us part of the problem. Besides turning away from God, 
Micah explained that the people in power had gotten greedy and taken others’ 
land. Now, with our Western civilization minds, we may think that is just how 
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the world works. There is something deeper here, though. Part of God’s 
covenant with the people of Israel was land. By the greediness of some, not 
only did innocent people suffer, but it was considered an assault on the basic 
structure of how the relationship between God and God’s people worked. They 
stopped looking at each other as neighbors. The powerful began to see the 
others as opportunities. 
 
Somewhere along the way, neighbors became competitors. People became 
projects. Families became property. Human beings became opportunities. And 
whenever people become opportunities instead of neighbors, injustice is never 
far behind. 
 
Micah names three groups who failed the people: the rulers, the prophets, and 
the priests. The rulers used their power to take instead of protect. The prophets 
used their voices to comfort instead of challenge. The priests watched it 
happen and remained silent. 
And perhaps that's why this passage still feels so current. Most of us aren't 
kings or prophets, but every one of us has some measure of influence. We all 
have moments when we can protect someone—or overlook them. We all have 
opportunities to tell someone what they need to hear—or only what they want 
to hear. We all have moments when speaking up is uncomfortable, and silence 
seems easier. 
Micah isn't simply criticizing ancient leaders. He's inviting all of us to ask: 
How am I using the influence God has given me? 
 
But this scripture does not just share the badness of humanity and its 
consequences. It shows us special things about God. It is a reminder to us that 
our God is compassionate. A god who lacks compassion would never get 
angry at humans’ sin. Micah’s words of God’s wrath are not for anger’s sake, 
but rather to remind people that God loves God's people too much to let 
injustice become normal. If God is not working for justice, then we are all at 
risk in a world where nothing makes sense except the whims of those with the 
power and determination to turn their desires into reality. Through Micah’s 
words, we hear truth-telling as an expression of God's love, calling people 
back into right relationship. 
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Last week, we combined our Micah reading with 2 Chronicles. “We do not 
know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” 
 
As we think about the second and third chapters in Micah, we are once again 
pointed to where our eyes are looking. We tend to gravitate to where our eyes 
are looking. We protect what our eyes are on. For example, if we want to make 
sure we do not fall, do we stare up at the sky or look on the ground? If we want 
to make sure someone else stays safe, do we look at others or do we watch our 
person them to make sure they are ok? If we look at fear, we will become 
fearful. If we look at or towards hate, we will become hateful. If we look at or 
towards God, then we will be like God’s character. We become or embody 
love, grace, justice, and reconciliation. 
 
Micah’s task was to speak God’s truth but in love to his people because his 
eyes were on God. Others in Jerusalem had failed to speak the truth of God, 
and it had harmed innocent people. Micah taught us that speaking the truth in 
love matters. But, you may be wondering, how on earth could his words be 
considered loving? Hear these words from a Micah scholar, “Sometimes it is 
kinder to warn people that their behavior is destructive, that they are hurting 
themselves and others, than to remain silent because we do not wish to offend 
them. There may be more love in a well-placed warning than in passive 
permissiveness that sees the danger ahead and says nothing.” 
 
For us, it looks like speaking in a way that leaves the door open for repentance, 
healing, and renewed relationship. The goal of truth is not victory; it is 
restoration. It’s not about speaking AT people, winning arguments, or proving 
ourselves right. It is whether we have spoken lovingly enough to invite 
someone closer to God. 
 
So, what can we take away from today? Well, friends, I want to share 2 things. 
 
First, I want us to take away that Micah was a prophet of holy interruption. By 
that I mean he reminds humanity that God interrupts complacency and habits. 
God interrupts injustice. Later we will find that Micah also reminds us that 
God interrupts fear and assumptions. God interrupts pride and self-reliance. 
But certainly not last and least, God interrupts despair with mercy. 
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Second, when we look more closely at speaking the truth in love, we can see 
that truth without love becomes harsh. Love without truth becomes shallow. 
God calls us to hold both together in a place where we are allowing  
God to transform us to greater faithfulness. 
 
May we be a people who speak the truth of God’s ways in love. For when our 
eyes are on God, we can find joy and hope will come in a complicated world. 
Amen. 
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