Scripture: Micah 4:1-7. 10 (NRSVUE)
In days to come the mountain of the Lorp’s temple shall be established as the

highest of the mountains and shall be raised up above the hills. Peoples shall
stream to it, ?and many nations shall come and say: “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the Lorp, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us
his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth
instruction, and the word of the Lorp from Jerusalem. *He shall judge between
many peoples and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; they shall
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more; *
but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no
one shall make them afraid, for the mouth of the Lorp of hosts has spoken.
*For all the peoples walk, each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the
name of the Lorp our God forever and ever. ¢ On that day, says the Lorp, I will
assemble the lame and gather those who have been driven away and those
whom I have afflicted. "The lame I will make the remnant, and those who were
cast off, a strong nation, and the Lorp will reign over them in Mount Zion now
and forevermore.

"Writhe and groan, O daughter Zion, like a woman in labor, for now you shall
go forth from the city and camp in the open country; you shall go to Babylon.
There you shall be rescued; there the Lorp will redeem you from the hands of
your enemies.

Sermon: Hope Bevond the Headlines

I’d like to start out today by sharing some truly human news headlines
throughout the years.

On November 3, 1948, the Chicago Tribune made history by wrongly
anticipating the next president of the USA, printing many copies and sending
them out to newsstands. They named it “Dewey Defeats Truman™. Oops.
Truman actually beat Dewey in 1948.

Other headlines that may catch our eyes...
e Homicide victims rarely talk to police
e “We hate math,” say 4 in 10 - a majority of Americans
e Statistics show that teen pregnancy drops off significantly after age 25



Sometimes the headlines in our news just don’t get it right. Sometimes they
create chaos. Sometimes they give us warm feelings. Sometimes they just
confuse us.

Imagine the "headlines" of Micah's day... (found especially in Micah 1-3)
e Jerusalem's Leaders Accused of Corruption
e The Wealthy Exploit the Poor
e War Threatens the Nation
e Exile Seems Inevitable
e The Future Looks Uncertain

Then suddenly in chapter 4, the headlines start to change.
e All Nations Gather to Learn God's Ways
e Weapons Become Farming Tools
e No One Lives in Fear

The suffering is still coming. Yet God says, "Let me show you another
headline." Our important lesson for today is: what does that headline say?

Micah began the fourth chapter with a visual of God’s temple as a mountain.
The power of God’s authority will gain great attention, and all people’s
attention will be grabbed. In this text, two main ideas are brought forward:
hope and peace. I’d like to take a moment and look at each one.

We might be tempted in life to put together the ideas of hope and peace,
thinking that once we have hope, we can be at peace, but this is something
different.

Before any negative punishment occurred, Micah already was reminding the
people that God was going to remain faithful in the end. God was (and 1s) still
trustworthy. The world as he described it with an exile for God’s people was
still going to happen, but God also reminded the people of what WILL be.
Micah was reminding the people that even in the midst of their suffering, God
was in control. God was still writing their story. We must be careful, however,
not to misinterpret this as a way for God’s people to simply look past the pain



of exile. The message wasn't: "Pretend everything is okay" or “Everything is
falling apart." Instead, the message was "The world is complicated, but God
has not abandoned it."

It would be simple, then, to assume that because God chooses not to abandon
the world (on a regular basis) and is trustworthy, there should be a grandiose
peace right here and now. When we hear "peace," our minds often jump to
treaties, ceasefires, or world events. But Micah paints something much more
intimate. It’s not palaces. It isn't a throne. It isn't even the Temple. It's
someone sitting in their own yard. Micah is saying, "This is what God's
kingdom feels like." It's the freedom to exhale. It's the restoration of
wholeness. It's not simply the absence of war. It's the presence of security. It's
neighbors enjoying life. It's children playing without fear. It's meals shared
around a table. They are small, ordinary glimpses of God's kingdom. The
world often defines peace as "the absence of problems." God defines peace as
"the presence of God's restoring love."

Micah used a visual aid to show this peace of “the presence of God’s restoring
love.” First, he spoke of swords being turned into plowshares and spears into
pruning hooks. When Micah said swords would become plowshares, he was
describing transformation, not replacement. The metal stays the same. The
purpose changes. The very thing once used to harm becomes something that
helps life grow. Here’s the thing, though: Micah 4 begins with a mountain. It
ends with childbirth. Those are two very different images. The mountain
represents God's grand vision for all nations. The labor pains represent the
painful journey toward that vision. God never pretends peace comes easily.

And perhaps that is the point. God's vision does not erase the reality of the
world we live in; it changes the way we see that reality. Micah stands in the
tension between what is happening around him and what God promises is still
possible. He sees the mountain, but he also feels the labor pains. He sees the
swords, but he can already imagine the plowshares. He sees the headlines of
his day, but he refuses to believe that the headlines are the whole story.

Micah was a man with a vision, a man called to help people see reality through

God’s eyes. You see, it’s not just about the news headlines. It’s about the
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perspective. As we have seen through hope and peace, the way the world sees
hope and peace is not the way God does. We are yet again reminded that
everything 1s complicated, yet God did not abandon us. And when we think of
peace, it is much more ordinary than we think. It is about walking towards the
presence of God’s love. Our perspective, our perception of the world, has to
shift to one of God’s eyes in order us for us to realize that the headlines of the
world are not our faith-filled, faithful reality. In other words, the headlines of
the world are part of our reality, but they are not the whole of our faith-filled
reality. Micah doesn’t ignore the headlines - he sees beyond them. Faith
teaches us to live in between what we are told and what can be.

So, friends, how do we look toward hope and peace in this new perspective?

As we look at the headlines of our lives, whether through the news or lived
experiences, | invite us to look at a God-sized response. Where there is
division, could reconciliation be possible? Where there is violence, could
peace be possible? Where there is loneliness, could connection be possible?
Where there 1s anger, could compassion be possible? Where there 1s fear, could
welcome be possible? Where there is scarcity, could generosity be possible?
Where there 1s Isolation, could community be possible?

Micah isn’t telling us to just wait until God magically transforms the world. He
is inviting us to ask what we already have in our hands that God could
transform. Let us participate by doing ordinary things that move us towards
God’s vision. Welcome those we disagree with. Make the first move towards
reconciliation. The list goes on. Remember from Micah, the metal stays the
same, but the purpose changes.

May God help us see beyond the headlines this week to a place of God’s vision
for this world, so that instead of us asking “Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the
world were peaceful?”, we ask “What can I put my hands to that helps God’s
peace take root?”” (How can I live into God’s vision?) Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.
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