Scripture: Micah 5:2-7 (The Message)
But you, Bethlehem, David’s country, the runt of the litter—from you will

come the leader who will shepherd-rule Israel. He’ll be no upstart, no
pretender. His family tree is ancient and distinguished. Meanwhile, Israel will
be in foster homes until the birth pangs are over and the child is born, and the
scattered brothers come back home to the family of Israel. He will stand tall in
his shepherd-rule by Gob’s strength, centered in the majesty of Gop-Revealed.
And the people will have a good and safe home, for the whole world will hold
him in respect—Peacemaker of the world! And if some bullying Assyrian
shows up, invades and violates our land, don’t worry. We’ll put him in his
place, send him packing, and watch his every move. Shepherd-rule will extend
as far as needed, to Assyria and all other Nimrod-bullies. Our shepherd-ruler
will save us from old or new enemies, from anyone who invades or violates
our land. The purged and select company of Jacob will be like an island in the
sea of peoples. They’ll be like dew from Gob, like summer showers not
mentioned in the weather forecast, not subject to calculation or control.

Sermon: Unexpected Places. Unexpected People
I have to admit, I really enjoy this translation of our scripture. Hear these

phrases that speak to our scripture today:
“Bethlehem - the runt of the litter”
“Israel will be in foster homes until the child is born”

Something powerful is coming from Bethlehem! And to really understand the
amazingness of this announcement, we have to remember where we have been.

Week 1: Chapter 1: Micah spent a decent amount of the chapter trying to get
his people’s attention. God was not happy. The almighty God planned to
punish the people who had turned so drastically away from God that they were
no longer distinguishable from the rest of the world. Change was coming, and
it wouldn’t be good. Micah even shared his deep grief with his people. He
begged them to repent. And we were pointed to our sister verse from 2
Chronicles, “We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.”

Week 2: Chapters 2 and 3: Micah used this space to get more specific about the
crimes committed and their punishments. We were reminded that God is a god



of Holy Interruption. Where people of power chose not to protect and chose
comfort and silence, God chose to interrupt complacency, habits, injustice,
assumptions, pride, fear, and despair. Micah’s words of God’s wrath were not
for anger’s sake, but rather to remind people that God loves God's people too
much to let injustice become normal. People, especially Micah, were tasked
with speaking God’s truth in love because their eyes were on God. Truth
without love becomes harsh. Love without truth becomes shallow. God calls us
to hold both together to invite someone closer to God.

Week 3: Chapter 4: Micah changed his tune. Before any negative punishment
occurred, Micah was already reminding the people that God would remain
faithful in the end. God was (and 1s) still trustworthy. The world, as he
described it, with an exile for God’s people, was still going to happen, but God
also reminded the people of what WILL be. The physical substance stays the
same. The purpose changes. The peace and hope that people would yearn for
could be as simple as someone sitting in their own yard. Micah was saying,
"This is what God's kingdom feels like." Micah wasn’t telling the people to
just wait until God would magically transform the world. Micah, through his
words, asks us what we already have in our hands that God could transform.

And here we are at week 4. The foretelling of exile, the hope that would come.
Here, yet again, Micah went into more detail in chapter 5 about the hope his
people would see, after introducing an idea in the previous chapter.
Unexpected places, unexpected people.

Micah began right away. The people would be brought back to their home, and
their ruler would be from Bethlehem of all places.

Bethlehem was very small and insignificant to the greater Jewish people at that
time. We get the feeling of how Micah saw it through the paraphrase, “the runt
of the litter”. While King David was born and raised in Bethlehem, he went on
to achieve greatness in larger places. Bethlehem remained insignificant.

But the idea that the future hope was found in Bethlehem continues a very
significant theme throughout the Bible: when God is about to do something
great, human estimates of status, size, power, and influence are completely



irrelevant. In fact, God’s plan never has anything to do with flaunting human
perception of greatness. In fact, the lowlier, the better. The interruption of
power and status only exemplifies God's powerful authority.

Someone great is coming from Bethlehem. Here’s where it becomes difficult.
Do we choose to go the Christian route and solely believe that Micah was
talking about Jesus as the person who would be born from the woman’s labor?
After all, he was the most significant person born in Bethlehem following
Micah’s pronouncement, and the wise men quoted this passage when they told
King Herod where the new king would be born. And the historical leader
following the exile from Bethlehem was Zerubbabel, who was more of a
political leader and was never named king or ruler. So it seems that Micah was
speaking of either Jesus or someone who has not yet arrived as of 2026.
Unexpected place. Unexpected people.

It is also important for us to see what we are shown about God here. This
scripture shows us yet again that God is faithful. God keeps his covenants. God
had not only made a covenant with Abraham to make his descendants
numerous, but also made a covenant with David that entailed David’s
descendants as rulers of the kingdom. Now, because of these statements and
facts about God, we can know that God will not completely destroy the people.
God will not give up on the covenant but will begin a new phase in Israel’s
history after the cleansing and refining of the people have taken place. Israel
has a future, but in order to live in safety and as a model to other nations of
what it meant to be chosen by God, there must be a radical change. God
planned to follow through on that change. Unexpected place. Unexpected
people.

This radical change of refining God’s people challenges my thoughts (at least)
about the translation's description of Israel “living in foster homes™. As
someone who has seen some of the ins and outs of the foster system, I find
myself questioning the comparison of exile and the foster care system.

Exile for these people meant being taken away from their homes, having their
traditions (physical and spiritual) destroyed, losing everything, being treated
poorly, and that’s what we know. Foster homes don’t (or at least aren’t



supposed to) work like that. While a foster child(ren) may be taken out of the
home, foster parents are taught very early on that it is important to take in as
many traditions as possible from the child that are safe. Foster parents are also
taught that while children may lose almost everything they know, there is
something to be said for bringing familiarity back into their lives, particularly
in their hobbies and likes. God may have needed to refine the people, and to a
non-foster parent, that may seem like the right terminology in this paraphrased
translation of the Bible, but there are so many more differences in the
injustices of exile versus the foster system.

No matter where we pull the pool of people from, the traumatized and
vulnerable are still chosen by God to be God’s people. Unexpected places.
Unexpected people.

So, where do we go from here? Each week, we have had something we could
take away. While there 1s hope in this chapter, there is also a sense that not
only the whole people are invited into God’s family. How could we make sure
that we are people who allow God to refine us? How do we live into God
working through us for a radical change? How could we set our eyes on God,
so that we can see with God’s eyes? These are hard questions.

When we do answer these questions, we will find some extraordinary things.
Unexpected places become expected places to meet God and each other.
Unexpected people become expected people for God to use.

So, let me ask you these questions one more time:

How could we make sure that we are people who allow God to refine us?
How do we live into God working through us for a radical change?

How could we set our eyes on God, so that we can see with God’s eyes?

Amazing places.
Amazing people.

Amen.



