Scripture: Numbers 13:1-3, 30-32

The Lorp spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send men to spy out the land of
Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites; from each of their ancestral
tribes you shall send a man, every one a leader among them.” 3 So Moses
sent them from the wilderness of Paran, according to the command of the
Lorp, all of them leading men among the Israelites.

30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “Let us go up at
once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.” 31 Then the men
who had gone up with him said, ““We are not able to go up against this
people, for they are stronger than we.” 32 So they brought to the Israelites
an unfavorable report of the land that they had spied out, saying, “The
land that we have gone through as spies is a land that devours its
inhabitants, and all the people that we saw in it are of great size.

Sermon: Courageous Possibilities

Throughout our lives, we experience times of amazing faith and times of
doubt. It’s normal in human nature not to feel 100% confident in God’s
power and love at different times in our lives. Yet, we are encouraged
through our passage to be people of hopeful faith, so that we may see
courageous possibilities.

We only read a very small segment of Israel’s story, today. So, let’s bring
more context to this story. The people of Israel, in the time of Numbers
known as the Hebrews, had been promised with a covenant by God. They
had endured several hundred years of slavery under the Egyptians. God
had freed them, and they had been traveling on their way to the promised
land. This promised land was what God had literally promised to the
people because of their devotion, and chosen-ness.



The Israelites were less than great regarding their devotion to God,
including creating idols right after being freed from Egypt. So, they ended
up wandering for 40 years before being introduced to their promised land.
THEN, when it seemed like the people were finally ready to go to their
promised land, they sent people to scope it out (as God had instructed) to
show them what they would be up against.

Now this scripture story in its entirety may be hard for us to swallow. It
reminds us of the “Old Testament God,” who seems full of favoritism and

wrath. It emphasizes the want of conquest and destruction. It is important
for us, though, to realize that this story was written in a different time and
place, and a different culture. Humans physically wrote it down. It could
have been skewed.

This overall story may seem awful to us, but we aren’t asked to think
critically about it in this instance. We look at this story, today, to
understand what we can learn about God and people, faithfulness, and the
lack of trust. In this story, only 2 men trusted that God would do what God
said God would do. Out of a whole bunch of recruiters, there were only
two people that saw past the scarcity, the harder option, to see what God
could do. But instead of convincing the Hebrews of God’s faithfulness, the
others could only see what could go wrong. And because of the others’
lack of faith, there were repercussions for the entire group. The
repercussions meant that only Caleb and Joshua would be able to enter the
promised land, only they would see God’s fulfillment of God’s promise.

Now, because this story made a drastic change to what God intended for
God’s people, God’s plan, this story is shared 3 different times within the
Old Testament (twice in Numbers and once in Deuteronomy) with
different objectives pointed out in each one. For the Deuteronomy text, it



was all about the invasion and takeover of land and people, the conquest.
But for the Numbers’ accounts, it was about assessing the land,
showcasing God’s gift of salvation.

You see, the word, which many translated as spying, was also used in the
wisdom literature to describe how one would search for wisdom. It was
also how the righteous would give advice to their friends. This spying or
conquest was about the exploration. It was a way to find out what it really
meant to be called children of God. What blessings lie ahead!

Caleb and Joshua were part of the group who were sent out to check out
the land. Those two had an amazing trust and faith in God. When no one
else believed that God would take care of them, Caleb and Joshua
believed. The rest of the group reacted in fear, convincing the general
public that God’s promised land was not safe. It was not worth it. They
missed out on the possibilities. While the general legacy of the Israelites
was unchanged by their decision, the people who lived right then and there
were greatly impacted.

We at Reedsburg United Methodist Church have amazing hope and
possibilities. While we may not be traveling to the Jerusalem promised
land, we are traveling to the eternal promised land, and friends, we have
been called to help bring others to the kingdom of God.

We, as the people, have been doing crucial and beautiful ministry for 152
years, and friends, we are not done. There are so many more opportunities
for us to make an impact on our community and beyond. As you may have
heard, we are currently in a place where we have never been before. We
have the perfect moment (or moments) to open ourselves to God’s full



possibilities. And how do we do that? We continue expanding in our
generosity.

In one of our newsletter articles this upcoming month, we will be sharing
some hopeful news. Let me share part of it with you. Friends, we are not
giving up. “We are 10 weeks into 2026, and can share with you that tithes
and offerings, while still not in the black, have been increasing. Last year,
our budgeted expenses exceeded our income. In 2026, we have trimmed
the budget and are making a concerted effort to be the best stewards of
your money given to God. We are carefully managing our expenses and
have noticed that some have increased your giving. In the two months of
this year, our deficit has decreased. We are grateful to see that our efforts
are being rewarded. We trust in God’s purpose for RUMC and prayerfully
hope to continue in this direction as we discern our future path.”

We are urged to put our faith in God, to expand our generosity while we
rebuild, so that God’s plan for Reedsburg will not be muted, but can
overflow!

Let us pray:

Gracious and generous God,

You have poured out Your love upon us more richly than we could ever
deserve. Open our hearts to trust in Your goodness, even when the world
feels uncertain, and plant within us a steady, living hope. Teach us to give
as You give—freely, joyfully, and without fear—so that our lives may
become vessels of Your grace.

Shape our hands to be open, our spirits to be kind, and our eyes to see the
needs around us. Where we feel scarcity, remind us of Your abundance;
where we feel hesitation, stir in us the courage to act. Send us out
renewed, hopeful, and ready to share Your love with a world that longs for
it. Amen.



