Reedsburg United Methodist Church
833 3" Street
Reedsburg, WI 53959
Phone: 608-524-3913
Email: rumcb53959@gmail.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

WORLD

COMMLINION October 4, 2026

What is World Communion Sunday?

World Communion Sunday is one of six churchwide Special Sundays
designated to support ministries and causes important to the entire
United Methodist Church. On this Sunday, United Methodists join
Christians around the world in celebrating Holy Communion,
remembering that we are one in Christ, no matter our background,
language, or culture. But it’s more than just worship. It’s also a time to
support scholarships and leadership training for students from
underrepresented communities—helping the Church become more
inclusive and better equipped to serve.
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Date Time Event
October 1 12:00pm Chair Yoga (No Reservation Needed, no cost)
October 4 10:00am Worship .
3:30pm YouTube Worship
October 6 12:00pm Chair Yoga (No Reservation Needed, no cost)
5:00pm-6:00pm Book Study - Rev. Adam Hamilton (Room 101)
October 7 6:00pm Meal
6:30pm-7:30pm Youth Group
October 8 12:00pm Chair Yoga (No Reservation Needed, no cost)
Ocotber 10 10:00am Charge Conference
Ocotber 11 10:00am Worship '
3:30pm YouTube Worship
Ocotber 13 12:00pm Chair Yoga (No Reservation Needed, no cost)
1:00pm Joyful Hands & Hearts (in the Well)
6:00pm Meal
Ocotber 14 6:30pm-7:30pm Youth Group
6:30pm-7:30pm Artist Way (Room 101)
Ocotber 15 12:00pm Chair Yoga (No Reservation Needed, no cost)
Newsletter Articles Due
10:00am Worship
Ocotber 18 11:15am Servant Leadership Board
3:30pm YouTube Worship
Ocotber 20 12:00pm Chair Yoga (No Reservation Needed, no cost)
5:00pm-6:00pm Confirmation Class
6:00pm Meal
21
Ocotber 6:30pm-7:30pm Youth Group
6:30pm-7:30pm Artist Way
Ocotber 22 12:00pm Chair Yoga (No Reservation Needed, no cost)
10:00am Worship
Ocotber 25 3:30pm YouTube Worship
3:30pm-5:00pm Trunk or Treat (parking lot)
Ocotber 27 12:00pm Chair Yoga (No Reservation Needed, no cost)
5:00pm-6:00pm Confirmation Class
6:00pm Meal
Ocotber 28 . .
cotber 6:30pm-7:30pm Youth Group - (pumpkin carving)
6:30pm-7:30pm Artist Way
Ocotber 29 12:00pm Chair Yoga (No Reservation Needed, no cost)
Ocotber 31 5:00pm-7:00pm Halloween (serving hotdogs for trick or treaters)




Hello, Family!
In July, I began a wonderful continuing education opportunity through Dakota Wesleyan
University focused on project management and financial education for pastors and nonprofit
leaders. This continuing education opportunity lasts a full year and allows the church to
learn alongside me. I could not be more excited!

My first class, named Financial Resource Development, has been a great reminder of why
God calls us to stewardship in the first place. While this class guides the pastor or leader
toward refreshed ways of understanding stewardship or fundraising, it also reminded me that
our stewardship is not just about money.

God made us stewards of the whole earth, and it made me think of our wonderful state.
When I think about fall in Wisconsin, I cannot help but think about this act of being
stewards. The leaves are falling so that the trees may survive. The squirrels are burying food
so that they might find it when food is scarce in the winter. The deer are traveling farther to
find more food, build fat reserves, and repopulate during mating season. Sometimes even we
still see birds migrating south for the winter. God made us stewards of these things and
more.

“ 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth
and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and
over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every
plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit;
you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air
and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given
every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning, the sixth day.”
(Genesis 1:28-31)

I wonder how often we remember that we are stewards of the whole earth. I wonder what it
would look like for each of us not just to have dominion over creation, but to be godly
stewards of God’s work. Are we utilizing the ways we can recycle through our church, such
as pill bottles, styrofoam, broken crayons, plastic bags, and so much more? Are we
responsibly loving our yard critters and plants? Are we creating ways to reduce waste that
allow beauty to be seen more greatly?

This fall, I invite us, as we think of this season of beauty, to live as we are called, as stewards
of the life around us.

With God’s love,
Pastor Liz



Sermon Series for September: ...But God
Week 1 Oct. 4 Hopelessness, But God Gives Purpose
Week 2 Oct. 11 Following Religion, But God Urges Following Jesus
Week 3 Oct. 18 Self-Centered, But God Makes Us God-Centered
Week 4 Oct. 25 | Can’t, But God Can!

Apportionments:
At the 2026 Wisconsin Annual Conference, clergy and lay members voted to change the
apportionment
formula. Instead of the complicated percentages and budgetary formula, the conference
voted on the following
formula:
e $80 per professing member, minus the first 25 members.
e 11% of the church’s operating expenses (lines 39-47) as reported on the prior year’s
church statistical report.
o Operating and local church expenses under the formula include:
m Current expenses
m Local church program expenses
m Utilities
m All pastors’ salaries and travel

What are apportionments?
Apportionments are our portion of funding our denominational structure and mission,
facilitating our work together. We can do so much more in our local churches and around the

world because of our connection. We are fortunate to be able to participate in something
larger than just our local church.

Look in next month’s newsletter for some examples of what apportionment money goes
towards!

Annual Charge Conference
Our annual Charge Conference is scheduled for October 10th at
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. At the Charge Conference, the
members of the church will vote on our Servant Leadership Board
members, the membership audit, the parsonage/furnishings
allowance, and clergy compensation. We normally vote on our

budget and hope to vote in November on a working document
budget for 2027.




November Newsletter Deadline - October 15th

A joyful heart and hands reflect a spirit of
gratitude, active service, and uplifting faith often
found in daily devotions and community.

Our next meeting will be on
Wednesday, October 14th
at 1:00pm (all are invited)

Location: The Well

A Message from Reedsburg Area Helping
Hands: With the start of the new school year,
Helping Hands would like to express

its appreciation for all of the contributions
of supplies and monetary donations

to our School Start Program.

REEDSBURG ARE,q

HELPING HANDS

With assistance from the commujnity, including Reedsburg
Schooll District Staff, 234 children from 94 families were provided
with backpacks and supplies to start the new year, and teachers
have access to additional supplies for their classrooms.

Mission
Statement:

“To make new and
renewed disciples
of Jesus Christ for
the transformation
of the world.”

Our Vision:

“To build a Christian
community where
we become deeply

committed

followers of the

Lord Jesus Christ
who know God with
our heads, love God
with our hearts, and
serve God with our

hands.”

\ Ever wonder about the early Christians
% and why they were often considered Martyrs?

Join this short 101 class and find out!

Postponed until November
Time: 9:00am-11:00am
Please contact the office if interested.

Christianity’s Family Tree video study by Rev. Adam Hamilton

Our final session is scheduled for 5pm on October 7th
in the Well at RUMC.

Participants have learned so far about Christians
from the Catholic, Lutheran, Methodist and
Presbyterian traditions. The blessing of this
ecumenical course has been learning from other
faith traditions about elements that can enhance
our own faith and practice and to better
understand our Christian neighbors.

We plan to have sessions on the Baptist,
Pentecostal and Episcopal churches. Attendees
have expressed interest in continuing to invite
members of other denominations such as
Quaker, Mennonite, Assembly of God, Orthodox,
etc. to build bridges and continue to learn and
grow as branches of Christianity’s Family Tree.
Join us!

Funeral Luncheons:

Please contact
church office
608-524-3913




Pastor Liz Alexander
Office: 608-524-3919
revliz2022@gmail.com

Deacon Mary Beth Shear
Servant Coordinator
deaconmarybeth833@gmail.com

Laurie Osborne
Christian Education
Coordinator
rumcdce@rucls.net

Michelle Siedschlag
Youth Coordinator
rumcyc@rucls.net

Cheri Rhinehart
Financial Secretary
crhin27@gmail.com

Angela Miller
Administrative Assistant
rumc53959@gmail.com

2026 Servant
Leadership Board

10/24 Sharon Horkan
10/28 Gwen Biesek
10/29 Susan Steiner
10/31 Eric Huffman
10/31 Mildred Lentz

10/5 Butch Stanclift
10/13 Kent Penshorn
10/17 John Deitrich
10/20 Sam Webber
10/23 Robert Hoege
10/23 Jim Shear

Chair:
John Deitrich

Secretary:
Cindy Cseri

Finance:
Becky Knull
Cindy Cseri

Staff Parish Relations:
Linda Bruun
Pat Jaquish

Trustees Chair -Co. Reps:
Tina Straw
Victor Hineman

Members at Large
Mason Siedschlag
Ellen Penshorn

Lay Rep to Annual
Conference:
Ellen Penshorn
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Blessing Bestowed

Celebrating 40 year anniversary
John & Ann Dietrich (10/11)

Celebrating 20 year anniversary
Jason & Michelle Siedschlag (10/28)

HALLOWEEN
FAMILY FON

OCTOBER 25
3:30-5:00 P.M.

), OCTOBER 28 F
6:00-7:30 P.M.

PUMKIN CARVING REp

OCTOBER 31

5:00-7:00 P.M.

HALLOWEEN NIGHT
GRAB A HOT DOG WHILE

GAMES
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YOUTH

Youth Group on Wednesday'’s

6:00pm - Meal
6:30pm-7:30pm - fellowship and fun. Contact Kathy Jennings or Gwen Biesek
Please invite your friends! to volunteer.

Confirmation

Start Date: October 21st
Time: Wednesdays, 5:00-6:00 p.m.
We invite you to pray this prayer for our Confirmation Class as often as
N P you pray!
\L J ) Prayer: Holy God, we lift up our students who have begun their journey

toward confirmation and membership in your church. As they spend
', ) this year reading, questioning, and learning, fill them with the fire of

I]n ” mﬂ[m" Your Holy Spirit. Grant them open minds to understand Your word and
open hearts to receive Your love. When they face confusion or
distraction, give them patience, clarity, and a deep desire to know You
better. May this year of study root them deeply in Your grace,
strengthen their faith, and prepare them to live as courageous
witnesses of Christ in the world. Come, Holy Spirit, and ignite their
hearts. Amen.

The Artist’s Way for Parents (and grandparents!)
Beginning Wednesday, October 14 at 6:30-7:30pm we
will study Julia Cameron’s book about encouraging
creativity in children. Our first guest artist is writer
Dee Lambert who will share about writing Fraulein
Anni, a memoir about her mother’s life growing up in
Europe during WWII.

Retired professor John Strauss will lead our discussions, and each week a
different artist will be invited to share their creativity with us. Parents,
grandparents, and all other interested persons are invited to join us. The class
will meet for 6 weeks this fall at the church.

(Come early to share a meal with the children and youth at 6pm)



Opportunities to Worship

Live: Sunday service at 10:00 am

Sunday Afternoons on YouTube:

Reedsburg Methodist@7032
<

Sermon manuscripts are available electronically on

our website or call the church ﬂgicé equest a
hard copy. -
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-. Just taxt
|' 855-963-360;

reedsburgunitedmethodisichurch,org

IN PERSON BY ) ON LINE BY EFT

CASH OR CHECK BY MAIL (ONE TIME OR ONGOING) TEXTING ‘MD

WYViking

Villaqe Recei ptS Looking for Prayer Support

FOODS
Viking Village Foods offers the church a *Email your prayer to the Prayer Angel,
rebate for any receipts turned in to their RUMprayer@gmail.com

store. If you shop Viking Village, please
drop your receipts in the donation box
located outside the church’s 3" Street
entrance; or in the upper right hand *Contact the office if you would like to be
drawer of the dresser just inside the same . partof the Electronic Prayer Chain or a
church entrance; or drop them in the i ~__Prayer Angel. .
offering basket on Sunday’s. il o e i
Thank you!

*Request your prayer to be shared with
the Electronic Prayer Chain.
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