On the Threshing Floor — Stepping into the Unknown

When Pastor Liz asked me to fill in for her today, she told me that if I wanted to share a different
message I could, or I could proceed with the series on the Book of Ruth. She suggested that
perhaps I might be somewhat uncomfortable with this passage of scripture because it contains
the most risqué verses. Well, that intrigued me! So here we are to explore what is going on with

Naomi, Ruth and Boaz today.

In Chapter 2, last week, we learned that Boaz had taken notice of Ruth’s character and praised
her for leaving her family and her native land to be with and support her mother-in-law Naomi.
Although Boaz didn’t owe a legal responsibility to Ruth, he blessed her with these words:
“The Lord repay you for what you have done, and a full reward be given you by the Lord, the

God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge!”

After she heard about this, Naomi hatched a plan. In the first 5 verses of today’s reading, Naomi
has instructed Ruth to make herself as attractive as possible, sneak into the threshing floor where
Boaz will be finishing his day and staying to protect his harvest. Naomi tells Ruth to wait until

Boaz has finished eating and drinking and has laid down for the night. At that time Ruth is to go

and uncover Boaz’s feet.

Not surprisingly, Ruth wants to know what she is to do then. Naomi simply instructs her to do as

Boaz tells her, and Ruth agrees that she will do so.

Some commentators say that uncovering the feet may be a euphemism for uncovering the private

parts. However, others say that the words are more consistent with uncovering his extremities,



meaning his arms and legs. In terms of how the story plays out, I tend to think this makes the

most sense.

Naomi has seen how Boaz has been protective of Ruth during the harvest season. He made sure
that his young men did not touch her, told her to drink from their vessels when she was thirsty
and gave her enough to eat until she was satisfied and had some left over. Naomi knows that
Boaz is a well-respected and wealthy landowner. She wants Ruth to marry him. Remember, back
in Chapter 1, Naomi urged both of the daughters in law to find rest in the home of another

husband after her sons had died.

Making Ruth’s approach in such a stealthy way was a delicate act. Naomi meant for it to
be in a public place, near other people, for the sake of propriety. Yet, she needed it to be away
from other’s hearing, since what Ruth was about to do was likely culturally inappropriate. This is
how Naomi comes to a plan of approaching while he is asleep on the threshing floor, surrounded
by other sleeping farmers. While he’s sleeping, Ruth is to take the covering off his feet, exposing

them to the night air so that he will gently wake up without being startled.

Ruth was to lie down by his feet. This was generally the position taken by servants, who would
lie crosswise at the master’s feet and thus be able to take advantage of the end of their blanket.
Ruth would look no different in the dark than any other individual sleeping there. For that
reason, she would not appear in any way a threat to Boaz’s safety, but it would give her a chance

to talk to him in a relatively private way.

Keep in mind that Ruth is a young woman and Boaz is an older, much more powerful man.
Imagine what Ruth might have been thinking! Here is Ruth, freshly bathed, perfumed, wearing

her best clothes, and at the feet of this man who has been kind to her in the recent past, yet in an



entirely different kind of setting. I don’t know about any of you, but I think this would be
terrifying. Noami was potentially putting Ruth at great risk of some kind of harm or at the very
least, humiliation. But as the supportive and obedient daughter-in-law Ruth agrees to do
whatever Boaz tells her to do. This is a sign of great trust in a situation where the outcome is

quite uncertain.

Moving on to the next section of this passage, Boaz awakens, probably because his feet are cold!
He sees that there is someone at his feet and asks who it is. Ruth identifies herself and goes a bit
beyond the instructions given to her by Naomi. Ruth asks Boaz to spread his wings over her.

Some translations say spread the corner of your garment over me. She reminds him that he is the

guardian redeemer or kinsman redeemer of their family.

Was Ruth simply asking him to share the blanket and keep her warm for the night? Not at all.
This was actually a marriage proposal from Ruth to Boaz! Ruth boldly took Naomi’s plan to find
a husband for her to the next level. Recall that earlier Boaz had stated that Naomi was under the
protection of the wings of the Lord. Perhaps those words came back to Ruth and she figured that

she could also seek refuge under the wings of Boaz.

Boaz is honored at the request made by Ruth. He finds it to be a great kindness that Ruth has
asked him to be her husband, rather than other young men of the community. He reassures her
not to be afraid. He compliments her by saying that the people of the town know she is a worthy
woman. He promises to do whatever is necessary to become her redeemer, her husband. He
shows her the respect she is due. Boaz really means, “Because you take refuge under the wings
of God, you are the kind of woman I want to cover with my wings.” Disaster averted. This is the

outcome dreamed of and hoped for, but certainly not necessarily expected.



In the morning, when she returns home, Naomi wants to know how it went. Not only did Boaz
promise that he would do what was needed to make the marriage happen, Ruth also brought back
6 measures of barley, which Boaz sent as a gift to Naomi. This is turning out to be a very positive

outcome, perhaps even a happy ending.

The analogy between the action of Boaz who offers refuge under his wings and the way that he
prayed for her refuge under God’s wings in the last chapter is profound. In essence Boaz prayed
for Ruth and now he is part of the answer to her prayers. We were introduced to his role as a

kinsman-redeemer last week.

Under their traditions he was qualified as a relative of some sort, although that is vague. He had
the ability to redeem, that is to buy back the land that Naomi had lost when she initially left her
home. Boaz was a wealthy man, as well as the necessary level of kinsman. And, perhaps most
importantly, Boaz was willing to redeem the land for Naomi. Naomi trusted, in this unknown
situation, that Boaz would do what she needed and wanted him to do. She used her

daughter-in-law, who was willing and also trusted her to go through with this plan.

When we find ourselves in a situation where the future is unknown, where we need help, but are
unsure of the right way to get what we need, who is our redeemer? Look at the parallel between
the qualifications of Boaz to be redeemer for Naomi and Ruth, and the qualifications of Jesus to

be our redeemer.

Jesus is our brother. In Hebrews, we learn that Jesus is not ashamed to call those he sanctifies
and who are sanctified his brothers. In Romans, Jesus is referred to as the firstborn among
brothers and sisters. In Mark, Jesus says that whoever follows him is his brother, sister and

mother. So, like Boaz awa a kinsman to Naomi, Jesus is kinsman to all of us.



Jesus has the ability to redeem us and willingly did so. Hear these familiar words from the
Gospel of John, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into
the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.” We need to be
saved or redeemed, as we are humans and therefore imperfect. All of us fall short of the glory of
God. We all have weaknesses and needs. Through Jesus’ payment with his life, we are saved.

Thus, he becomes the redeemer we seek.

Remembering that Jesus is our Redeemer points out how secure our future is. No matter how
uncertain things are, no matter what we face and are fearful of, we have the assurance that our
future is guaranteed in Jesus. Just like Boaz saved Nomi and Ruth from poverty and possibly
being forced to leave the town, Jesus saves us from a future of uncertainty. This does not mean
we will never face hardships and difficulty, but it does mean that in the end we will be safe in His

hands.

Let us bravely approach Jesus and have the courage of Ruth to ask for even more than we hope

to receive. Knowing he gave even his own life for us, let us boldly go into an unknown future.



