Scripture: Psalm 40:1-5. 9-10 (NRSVUE)
I waited patiently for the Lorp; he inclined to me and heard my cry. He drew

me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock,
making my steps secure. * He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to
our God. Many will see and fear and put their trust in the Lorp. * Happy are
those who make the Lorp their trust, who do not turn to the proud, to those
who go astray after false gods. ® You have multiplied, O Lorp my God, your
wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; none can compare with you.
Were I to proclaim and tell of them, they would be more than can be counted.
°T have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; see, I have
not restrained my lips, as you know, O Lorp. I have not hidden your saving
help within my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; I
have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great
congregation.

Sermon: Overlying Generosity - Evangelism - But. Why?
Today, we have the task of figuring out our why. Why should we evangelize?

But, before we begin our processing of our why to evangelism, let us
remember what evangelism means. Repeat after me: Sharing the love and hope
of knowing God.

In order to understand why it’s important to share the love and hope of
knowing God as a community, we have to know our individual whys. We
know that our incentive to share the love and hope of knowing God is not
because we believe others will go to hell if they are not United Methodists.
Our understandings of God and the Bible focus on God’s abundant love and
grace.

So, let’s ask ourselves 3 questions:

1/

Do I go because I enjoy worshiping God? Do I go because I enjoy being
around other people? Do I like being a part of something bigger than myself?
Is it an obligation for me? Have I grown into a better person because I go to
church?

Why do I go to church in general?



2/ Why do I come to this specific church?

Is there something special that has brought me to Reedsburg United Methodist
Church? Is it because it’s simply a United Methodist Church? Did I grow up
here? Did I find a family here?

Why do I come to Reedsburg United Methodist Church?

3/ Do I know someone who would benefit from getting what I receive, what I
like, what I cherish from this church, like community, spiritual connection,
support, purpose? Or just simpler... Would someone else find family by
coming with me here?

Think about it for a moment. If we expect people to come into our building
without our help, we will find ourselves soon empty. If we only expect our
pastor to bring in more people, then we are greatly limiting ourselves
because... a pastor can only engage so many people because they are only 1
person, and only have so much energy, which is a barrier. BUT, If everyone did
the holy work of sharing love and hope of knowing God, we would multiply
by over 600% in growth.

I’m not sure if you’ve talked to our leadership (the Servant Leadership Board)
recently, but we made some pretty awesome goals for the 2026 year, and I
want to share two of them with you and about our progress with them!

The goal I am most excited about is our second goal, which is to “Expand
activities in the community to provide three (3) additional face to face and
supportive ministries with and for all God’s children.” In addition to our
outreach through our youth group, and our Trunk or Treat Triad, we also are
striving for even more connection. We did our Family Fun Day just a few
weeks ago, reaching out to the city to further community, and have a plan to
have an outdoor movie night in June. We hope to provide another bigger event
before the year is through that specifically looks at supporting the community
in a needs-based outreach.

Besides those 3 big ministries, we are also part of a learning initiative working
with churches to become more inclusive of people with differing abilities



within the church. We do a lot of behind-the-scenes work at the Webb Care
Closet, host Project Warm Hugs, and do Noisy Bucket offerings to help our
young citizens in Reedsburg, just to name a few. Does that have you pumped
up to share the love and hope of knowing God?

Our third goal is about our ownership of ministry. Within it, we strive to “equip
individuals by offering four (4) intentional opportunities to develop
involvement and commitment with our church family, to promote a sense of
belonging.” Ok, so long description just to say, how do we feel more like a
family with all members feeling a part of all aspects of ministry? So far this
year, we are proud to say that we have found great connection through our
Lenten study, dinner, and worship together, other bible studies have helped,
and we have formed our men’s group. We believe there is still much more to
do with this goal, so we will continue to find ways for our church family
members to find ownership within the church and its ministries. Does this have
you pumped up to share the love and hope of knowing God?

There’s one more component today, a major one. We haven’t even talked about
our scripture yet. So, why did we use this song of praise for our scripture today
to find our reason to evangelize?

King David was said to have written Psalm 40. Throughout all of the song, we
hear praise for God’s previous help and prayer for continued help. The point of
it was to evangelize in a way. He had seen his deliverance from his hardships
as an example of how God had helped people and summoned others to trust

God.

In the last two verses of the scripture we read, we heard David say, “°I have
told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; see, I have not
restrained my lips, as you know, O Lorp. I have not hidden your saving help
within my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; I have
not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great
congregation.” David’s words speak a very specific message: live by the
gospel you preach. Or if the word “preach” scares you, think: live by the
gospel you read.



When we think of all that God has done for us, we can look back on David’s
response and remember a true thanksgiving for God’s salvation is witness and
will. In other words, the way that we react to God’s grace and love for us is
through how we physically show it, and how we act physically doing it. Do we
share God with joyful hearts? Do we share God with reluctant hearts? Do we
not share God at all?

So if we mesh together the idea of questioning ourselves about the why for
evangelism, while looking at our scripture, what do we end up with?

We end up with a true need for introspection. We find ourselves really having
to question the intentions of our faith. We are called to find our why and then
use it.

Why do I come here?

Could someone benefit from what I find here? (Of Course!)
Let us respond to God’s love and hope by wanting to share it. Amen.



