Scripture: Zechariah 9:9-17

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See,
your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on
a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 He will cut off the chariot from
Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to
sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.

11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set
your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12 Return to your stronghold, O
prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double. 13 For I
have bent Judah as my bow; I have made Ephraim its arrow. I will arouse your
sons, O Zion, against your sons, O Greece, and wield you like a warrior’s
sword. 14 Then the Lorp will appear over them, and his arrow go forth like
lightning; the Lord Gop will sound the trumpet and march forth in the
whirlwinds of the south. 15 The Lorp of hosts will protect them, and they shall
consume and conquer the slingers; they shall drink their blood like wine and be
full like a bowl, drenched like the corners of the altar. 16 On that day the Lorp
their God will save them, for they are the flock of his people, for like the
jewels of a crown they shall shine on his land. 17 For what goodness and
beauty are his! Grain shall make the young men flourish, and new wine the
young women.

Sermon: Fulfillment of God’s Plan

On this very special Sunday, we may be used to hearing the story about Jesus,
as we start Holy Week, the week leading up to Jesus’ death and resurrection.
We heard the very special, triumphant entrance into Jerusalem of Jesus within
our children’s message. We heard of the excitement. We heard of the joy.

It’s possible, even, that in previous years, we may have heard Jesus’s story
correlated with Psalm 118, and the shouts of the people, “Hosanna! Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the Lorp.” The Psalm writer in this 118th
song asked for the basic resources of life, and responded after the request with
“Save us! (Hosanna) Blessed are those who believe in the Israelite God.”



Now, there 1s one other reference to Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, and that is our
scripture today. Could you tell? The book of Zechariah, written while the
Israelite people were returning from exile, spoke to the Israelites, encouraging
them to continue rebuilding the temple and to repent of their sins. God had
provided a way home, and the prophet, Zechariah (different from John the
Baptist’s father), reminded them of God’s care for them.

Now, before we get too far into the spoken word of Zechariah overall, we may
have heard some names that we may be less familiar with, names like Zion and
Ephraim. Zion was referenced as the restored city of Jerusalem as well as the
future center of the Kingdom of God. Ephraim was the former northern
kingdom of Israel. Zechariah’s words from God shared that the hope of
bringing Ephraim and Judah (northern and southern kingdoms) back together
as Israel once again was the object of hope for all. As we view this scripture
with these understandings, we can see that the prophet Zechariah spoke of
hope past, present, and future for God’s people. Hope for peace.

While the majority of our scripture speaks to the ideas of war (in verses 11-17),
notice that even in the beginning of the description of war, the reason was for
peace. It was to restore double to God’s kingdom. God promised to eradicate
instruments of war from them because they would have no need for weapons
in the entire region. The king of Zion could truly declare international peace
because of God’s provision. There was indeed a hope for peace. No more
exiles. No more threats, just God’s love, for those following God’s covenant.

The beginning of our scripture, verses 9 and 10, speaks to us of a story
seemingly familiar to Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. Zion or
God’s people were invited to rejoice because God was coming to dwell with
them. God was bringing peace to a war-torn area. While the king's name was
unknown, it suggested that the king would come from the house of David.



This declaration pointed the people back to their history, where they could
remember the past, the beauty, and the hope of restoration. It was a call for
celebration!

In these verses, we read that the king, upon his entry, would be “triumphant”,
yet a better translation is “legitimate”. Zechariah said, “See, your king comes
to you; legitimate and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a
colt, the foal of a donkey.” This triumph or legitimacy was not about success,
but rather about being justified and genuine, “riding on a colt.”

The Jewish people, after hearing about Jesus and his works, believed that he
would not just help the people who were suffering, but would forcefully
overthrow the Roman government. Does that sound like the Jesus we know?
Well, the Jewish people believed that was who God sent. Not a man who
would save them from their sins, but would save them from their rulers.
Powerful leaders, historically, would ride into the city on a warhorse to signify
power by beginning a war. Yet, Psalm 33 points the people to remember that
“the horse is useless for salvation.” The Jewish people of Jesus’ time had
forgotten what their ancestors had held dear both in the Psalms and in
Zechariah’s words.

In Jesus’ time, people would also lay palm branches down in the road to
signify public approval and welcome a conquering hero. It symbolized
goodness, victory, and peace. But Jesus chose to ride in on a peaceful donkey
and its baby. In those days, a donkey symbolized peace. Zechariah prophesied
about this.

The words of Zechariah brought hope to the people around 470 BC. Those
same ideas brought hope to all of humanity as Jesus brought humility back into
what it meant to be a good leader. Even though the people lost the symbolism
of the donkey and colt as Jesus rode into Jerusalem, God reminded the people
that peace was the ultimate goal.



Palm Sunday isn’t just about the fun of waving the palm branches, even though
that may be the funniest part, or playing with them, or hitting someone with
them. We hold onto these tree limbs once a year, maybe take them home, and
either watch them die or throw them away. We soon forget about the
celebration that was held for Jesus, and we focus on the Easter baskets and the
family. What if, instead of forgetting about it, we embraced the symbolism of
this palm branch/leaf? What if we asked the questions:
e What does this branch represent for our eternity?
e And in a broader sense, as we hold this symbol: What words may God be
sharing with us from the past (like Zechariah’s) that may speak to us in a
similar but new light?

God’s book is full of spaces of wisdom, of imagery, of life-changing love.
What was spoken thousands of years ago that speaks new life into who we are?

God fulfilled God’s plan, and the palm branch is a way that we can joyfully
remember Jesus’s love for us.

So, as we begin Holy Week, may we rejoice in the entrance of love in its
greatest form. Amen.
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